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Boje na vychodni frontée

Ruska armada prekrocila 16. srpna 1914 své zapadni hranice a dosahla prvnich valeCnych uspechu. Brzy bylo zrejme, ze pocet
zajatcu bude znacny, a proto bylo od podzimu 1914 rozhodnuto o jejich odesilani do vnitrozemi Ruské riSse. Zachazeni s nimi
melo odpovidat Predpisu o valecnych zajatcich, vychazejicimu z ustanoveni Haagské konference z roku 1907. Zajatci byli nejprve
soustredovani v opustenych kasarnach. V mesteCku Darnice (dnes soucast Kyjeva) vznikl velky tranzitni tabor, kam proudily tisice
vojaku predevsim z halicské fronty. Odtud byly sestavovany transporty do hloubi impéria. Slovansti zajatci mifili do evropské casti
Ruska, N&mci a Madafi na Sibif &i Dalny vychod. Céast z nich byla podle potfeby pfesouvana do Turkestanské gubernie ve Stfedni Asii
— vzdaleneho, ale klimaticky priznivejsiho cile, kde se nachazelo mnozstvi prazdnych kasaren po jednotkach odvelenych na frontu.
Situace se vyrazne zmenila v breznu 1915 po padu rakousko-uherske pevnosti Premysl, kde Rusove zajali témer 120 000 osob,
vcetne civilnich zaméstnancu jako vozkové Ci kuchari. Zajatci byli vlaky odesilani do zeleznicni krizovatky v jihoruském Orenburgu,
kde fungoval dalsi tranzitni tabor. Odtud, po vysazeni nemocnych, pokracovali na jih do Turkestanske gubernie s centrem v Taskentu.

Jedna z trati vedla | dale na vychod, kde zajatci naplnovali tabory v oblasti dnesniho severniho Kazachstanu.

Fighting on the Eastern Front

On August 16, 1914, the Russian army crossed its western borders and achieved its first wartime successes. It soon became clear
that the number of prisoners would be substantial, and from the autumn of 1914, it was decided to send them to the interior of the
Russian Empire. They were to be treated in accordance with the Regulations on Prisoners of War, based on the provisions of the
1907 Hague Convention. Initially, the prisoners were gathered in abandoned barracks. In the town of Darnitsa (now a district of Kyiv),
a large transit camp was established, receiving thousands of soldiers primarily from the Galician front. From there, transports were
organized deeper into the empire. Slavic prisoners were usually sent to the European part of Russia, while Germans and Hungarians
were sent to Siberia or the Far East. Some
were relocated to the Turkestan Governorate
in Central Asia—an isolated but climatically
more favorable region, where many barracks
stood empty after military units had been
sent to the front. The situation changed
dramatically in March 1915 after the fall of
the Austro-Hungarian fortress of Przemysl,
where the Russians captured nearly 120,000
individuals, including civilian personnel such
as wagon drivers and cooks. The prisoners
were transported by rail to the railway hub in
Orenburg, southern Russia, where another
=il  transit camp operated. From there—after the
L1 mffbﬁ,_wL sickhadbeenremoved—theycontinuedsouth
= 00" Ecumttlil to the Turkestan Governorate, whose center
. . il was in Tashkent. One of the railway lines also
e extended further east, where prisoners filled
camps in the region of present-day northern

Kazakhstan.

Mapa ruského Turkestanu z roku 1913 (zdroj: archiv ckoc-Tam) / Map of Russian Turkestan, 1913  (sourse: archive of Ckoc-TGM)

Turkestan

Turkestan je historicko-geografické oznaceni pro rozsahly region ve stredni Asii, obyvany prevazne turkickymi narody —
Uzbeky, Kazasi, Turkmeny, Kyrgyzy aj. Neslo o stat, ale o kulturni prostor s dlouhou tradici islamske vzdelanosti a obchodu.
cinského Sin-tiangu. Jeho rozloha dosahovala az 4,5-5 milionu km? a na prelomu 19. a 20. stoleti zde zilo priblizné 12—-15
milionu lidi. V ramci ruske imperialni expanze vzniklo v roce 1867 Turkestanskeé generalni gubernatorstvi — spravni a vojensky
utvar Ruskeho impéria, ktery postupne zahrnoval nekolik oblasti a gubernii (napr. Ferganskou, Samarkandskou, Syrdarjinskou
aj.). Jeho centrem byl Taskent. Rozloha tohoto celku Cinila priblizne 1,9 milionu km? a podle sCitani z roku 1897 zde zilo asi 5,7
milionu obyvatel, z toho vetsina muslimskeho vyznani. Jednou ze spravnich jednotek uvnitr tohoto celku byla Turkestanska
gubernie — konkrétni administrativni oblast na uzemi dnesniho jihovychodniho Kazachstanu a castecne Uzbekistanu. Byla
jednou z nejmensich soucasti gubernatorstvi a podléhala primé vojenske sprave. Zatimco pojem Turkestan zustava kulturnim
oznacenim regionu, Turkestanske generalni gubernatorstvi a Turkestanska gubernie jsou pojmy Ciste administrativni, spojene
s obdobim ruske kolonialni nadviady.

Turkestan

Turkestan is a historical and geographical term referring to a vast region in Central Asia, predominantly inhabited by Turkic
peoples—such as Uzbeks, Kazakhs, Turkmens, Kyrgyz, and others. It was not a state, but rather a cultural area with a long
tradition of Islamic scholarship and trade. In its broadest sense, it encompassed the territories of present-day Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and parts of China’s Xinjiang province. Its total area reached up to 4.5-5
million km?, and at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries, it had an estimated population of 12 to 15 million people. As part of
the Russianimperial expansion, the Turkestan General-Governorate was established in 1867—a civil and military administrative
entity of the Russian Empire, which eventually included several oblasts and governorates (e.g., the Fergana, Samarkand,
and Syr-Darya oblasts). Its administrative center was Tashkent. This administrative unit covered approximately 1.9 million
km?, and according to the 1897 census, it had a population of about 5.7 million, the majority of whom were Muslims. One of
the administrative subdivisions within this entity was the Turkestan Governorate—a more specific administrative unit located
in what is today southeastern Kazakhstan and parts of Uzbekistan. It was one of the smallest components of the General-
Governorate and was directly controlled by the military authorities.\While the term Turkestan remains a cultural and historical
designation of the region, the Turkestan General-Governorate and the Turkestan Governorate are strictly administrative terms
tied to the period of Russian colonial rule.

CENTRUM
T. 6. MASARYKA

TI.MACAPUK
ATbIH]AFbI

YEX M3 lEHU-AFAPTY
OPTAJIbIfbI

LEGIONARSKA

Ministerstvo obrany
Ceské Republiky

GULAG-¢-C?Z KOPRIVNICe \7‘ SYNERGY

mesto v pohybu




ZAJETIV TURKESTANU

CAPTIVITY IN TURKESTAN

BB R R R B R R BB R R BB ER R IR BEREIRR ERRBER EIRB IR BRI

Zivot a smrt v Turkestanu

V kasarnach i hotelech po celém Turkestanu, kam se po zajeti v Karpatech dostal témer cely 28. pesi pluk znamy jako ,Prazske
deti”, vznikala od jara 1915 provizorni shromazdiste pro zajatce. Na uzemi temer sestkrat vetsim nez podunajska monarchie zridila
carska administrativa pfriblizné 40 taboru, slouzicich jako pracovni a izolacni zarizeni. V lété 1915 se v nich nachazelo asi 150 000
zajatct z armady Rakouska-Uherska, z nichZz Cesi a Slovaci tvofili témé&F tfetinu. Nékteré tabory byly ve méstech jako Taskent,
Samarkand, Kokand Ci Andizan, jiné v odlehlych oblastech, kde zajatci pracovali na vystavbe infrastruktury nebo v zemedelstvi.
Silnym zazitkem pro mnohé zajatce byl okamzik, kdy poprve spatrili more. ACkoliv se tomuto mistu rika Aralské more, ve skutecnosti
Jde o jezero — tehdy jeste jedno z nejvetSich na svete. Prvni vetsi zastavkou jizne od Aktjubinsku (dnes Aktobe) byla stanice Aralskoje
more u mesta Aralsk. Zajatci s uzasem hledeli na nekonecnou hladinu a pristav s rusnym lodnim provozem. Dnes je jezero z vetsiny
vyschlé a pristav opusteny, diky sovetskym experimentum. Z Aralsku pak cesta pokracovala dal do Turkestanu — vetSinou do zcela
neznamych mist. Nekteré transporty veédely o cili v Taskentu, ale o mésté samotném panovala naprosta neznalost. VéetSina zajatcu
koncCila v provizornich taborech u kasaren pluku turkestanského vojenského okruhu. V blizkosti si postupné stavéli jednoduché
hlinené baraky. V Perovsku (dnes Kyzylorda) si movitejsi zajatci mohli postavit mensi domky, v Kasalinsku (dnes Kazaly) bydlel
v jurtach, v Krasnovodsku (dnes Turkmenbasi) na starych nakladnich lodich. Vysoci dustojnici zili v Taskentu, ¢asto v bytech nebo
hotelich evropského typu. Rozdélovani zajatcu zaviselo na kapacité taboru a jejich profesi — zadani byli Sevci, krejCi Ci kuchari.
S odchodem ruskych muzu na frontu rostla potreba pracovnich sil, a tak od Iéta 1915 Cast zajatcu z Turkestanu dobrovolné odjizdela
pracovat na Ukrajinu nebo do prumyslovych oblasti. Ti, kdo zustali v Taskentu, Casto vedli relativné kvalitni zivot. Ve méstée, které
bylo zeleznicni krizovatkou, existovala rada moznosti privydelku — cesti hudebnici hrali v kavarnach a restauracich, jini vyucovali
jazyky nebo hudbu v ruskych rodinach. Naproti tomu zajatci, kteri se provinili proti ruskym zakonum a narizenim (nejcastéji pokusem
o utek), vysoké zivotni urovne nedosahli a byli prevezeni do jednoho ze dvou taboru pro trestance. Jeden z nich lezel v malém
mestecku Gulca v dnesnim Kyrgyzstanu, které bylo vybrano umysine jako misto, odkud nelze utéct. Pokud zdejsi vezni nezemreli
v horach, okradli a zabili je divoci mistni obyvatelé. Druhy tabor, z n€jz nebylo uniku, predstavovala stara trestanecka kolonie Fort
Alexandrovsk (pozd&ji Fort Sevéenko) na poloostrové Mangystau v Kaspickém mofi na vychodé& Kazachstanu. Tam byli pfivazeni

za trest prevazne dustojnici a vojaci z nejblizsich taboru, kteri zde pracovali na stavbé silnice, odsolovacim zavode nebo ve fabrice
na zpracovani ryb.
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Ara|SkOje More Rallway Station (Sourse: www.etoretro.ru) Bazaar in the town of Kasalinsk in 1914 (Sourse: www.etoretro.ru)

Life and Death in Turkestan

In the barracks and hotels across Turkestan—where nearly the entire 28th Infantry Regiment, known as the ,Prague Children,”
ended up after being captured in the Carpathians—makeshift gathering points for prisoners began forming in the spring of 1915. On
territory nearly six times the size of the Danube monarchy, the Tsarist administration established around 40 camps, which served
both as labor and isolation facilities. By the summer of 1915, approximately 150,000 Austro-Hungarian prisoners of war were
held in these camps, with Czechs and Slovaks making up nearly a third. Some of the camps were located in cities like Tashkent,
Samarkand, Kokand, and Andijan, while others were in remote areas where prisoners worked on infrastructure projects or In
agriculture. A powerful moment for many prisoners was when they saw the sea for the first time. Although the place is called the
Aral Sea, it is Iin fact a lake—at that time still one of the largest in the world. The first major stop south of Aktyubinsk (now Aktobe)
was the Aralskoje More station near the town of Aralsk. The prisoners looked on in awe at the endless surface and the busy port
bustling with ship traffic. From Aralsk, the journey continued deeper into Turkestan—mostly to completely unknown places. Some
transports were told they were heading to Tashkent, but the city itself was entirely unfamiliar to them. Most prisoners ended up In
provisional camps near the barracks of the Turkestan Military District. There, they gradually built simple adobe huts. In Perovsk
(now Kyzylorda), wealthier prisoners were able to construct small houses; in Kasalinsk (now Kazaly), they lived in yurts; and in
Krasnovodsk (now Turkmenbashi), on old cargo ships. Senior officers resided in Tashkent, often in European-style apartments or
hotels. The distribution of prisoners depended on the camps’ capacities and the prisoners’ professions—shoemakers, tailors, and
cooks were especially in demand. As Russian men left for the front, the need for labor increased. From the summer of 1915, some
prisoners voluntarily left Turkestan to work in Ukraine or in industrial regions. Those who remained in Tashkent often led relatively
good lives. The city, being a major railway junction, offered many opportunities for extra income—Czech musicians performed in
cafées and restaurants, while others taught languages or music in Russian households. By contrast, prisoners who violated Russian
laws and regulations—most commonly by attempting to escape—did not enjoy such living standards and were transported to one
of two punishment camps. One was in the small town of Gulcha in present-day Kyrgyzstan, deliberately chosen as an escape-proof
location. If prisoners didn’t die in the mountains, they were often robbed and killed by hostile local tribes. The second inescapable
camp was the former penal colony of Fort Alexandrovsk (later Fort Shevchenko) on the Mangystau Peninsula in the Caspian Sea,
In present-day eastern Kazakhstan. There, mostly officers and soldiers from nearby camps were sent as punishment to work on
road construction, in a desalination plant, or in a fish-processing factory.
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Nemoci, smrt a utrpeni v zajeti

V zajateckych taborech Turkestanske gubernie byla vysoka umrtnost. Prfichozi se obtizné prizpusobovali mistnim podminkam,
ktere se zasadne liSily od tech stredoevropskych. Hlavnimi problemy byly nedostatek Ciste vody, spatna hygiena, preplnenost
a nemoznost dodrzovat zakladni pravidla pri priprave jidla. V taborech propukaly epidemie skvrnitého a brisniho tyfu, cholery a dalsSich
nakazlivych nemoci. Castou pFi&inou stfevnich potiZi byla i nadmérna konzumace tropického ovoce v letnich mésicich. Podle zpravy
emisara Ceskoslovenskych legii Vaclava Voskovce z 5. kvétna 1916 umiralo na tyfus az 50—-60 zajatct denné. V Trojickém tabore
u Taskentu podle svedectvi Frantiska Tichého behem osmitydenni epidemie v roce 1916 zemrelo pres 6 000 zajatcu, vCetné osmi lekaru
a dvou mediku. V oblasti byla rozSifena i malarie, na kterou tehdy prakticky neexistovala ucinna léCba. Podobna situace panovala
| v dalSich taborech — napriklad v Zoloté Orde pobliz dnesniho Gulistonu v tzv. Hladoveé stepi. Tisice zajatcu podlehly nemocem primo
v tdborech, cestou na misto, nebo aZ pfi navratu domy. Vétsina ostatkll Cechll a Slovakll zUstala na Uzemi dnedniho Uzbekistanu.
Dodnes se zachovaly pripady, kdy se zajatec naposledy ozval pohlednici z Taskentu a pote beze stopy zmizel.

Disease, Death and Suffering in Captivity

Mortality rates in the prisoner-of-war camps of the Turkestan Governorate were high. New arrivals struggled to adapt to the local
conditions, which differed significantly from those in Central Europe. The main issues included a lack of clean water, poor hygiene,
overcrowding, and the inability to follow basic food preparation standards. Epidemics of typhus, cholera, and other infectious diseases
frequently broke out in the camps. Intestinal issues were also commonly caused by the excessive consumption of tropical fruit during
the summer months. According to a report by Czechoslovak Legion envoy Vaclav Voskovec dated May 5, 1916, typhus was killing as
many as 50 to 60 prisoners per day. In the Troitsk camp near Tashkent, over 6,000 prisoners died during an eight-week epidemic Iin
1916, including eight doctors and two medical students, as reported by eyewitness Frantisek Tichy. Malaria was also widespread in the
region, and at the time, there was virtually no effective treatment for it. Similar conditions prevailed in other camps as well—for example,
in Zolotaya Orda, near present-day Guliston, in the so-called ,Hungry Steppe.” Thousands of prisoners succumbed to disease either
in the camps, en route to them, or even during their return home. The remains of most Czech and Slovak prisoners remained on the
territory of present-day Uzbekistan. In some cases, the last sign of life from a prisoner was a postcard sent from Tashkent—after which
they vanished without a trace.

Zajeti v dalekem Kazachstanu

Kazachstan, jakozto nejrozsahlejsi zeme nekdejsiho Turkestanu se stal jednou z hlavnich oblasti, kam byli rakousko-uhersti zajatci
deportovani, zejména po padu pevnosti Premysl. V jeho rozsahlych stepnich oblastech vznikla cela sit' zajateckych taboru. Mezi
nejvyznamné;jsi patfily tabory v Kazalinsku (Kazaly), Perovsku (Kyzylorda), Cimkent (Symkent), Aulie-Até (Taraz), Ust-Kamenogorsku
(Oskemen), Semipalatinsku (Semej), Pavlodaru, Akmolinsku (Astana), Petropaviovsku (Petropavl), Cernjajevce (Zibek Zoly), Turkestanu,
Fort Alexandrovsku (Fort Sevéenko), Aktubinsku (Aktobe), Kostanaji a V&rném (Almaty).

Na uzemi dnesniho Kazachstanu se dodnes dochovaly tfi vyrazné pamatniky vénované rakousko-uherskym zajatcum:

Captivity in Distant Kazakhstan

Kazakhstan, as the largest territory of the former Turkestan, became one of the main regions where Austro-Hungarian prisoners of war
were deported, especially after the fall of the fortress of Przemysl. A vast network of POW camps was established across its expansive
steppe regions. Among the most important were camps in Kazalinsk (Kazaly), Perovsk (Kyzylorda), Chimkent (Shymkent), Aulie-Ata
(Taraz), Ust-Kamenogorsk (Oskemen), Semipalatinsk (Semey), Pavlodar, Akmolinsk (Astana), Petropavlovsk (Petropavl), Chernyaevka
(Zhibek Zholy), Turkestan, Fort Alexandrovsk (Fort Shevchenko), Aktyubinsk (Aktobe), Kostanay, and Verny (Almaty).

To this day, three prominent memorials dedicated to Austro-Hungarian prisoners of war have been preserved on the territory of modern
Kazakhstan:

Fort Alexandrovsk (Fort Sevéenko)

Tabor vznikl v byvale trestanecke kolonii na miste, ktere bylo po sousi temer nepristupne a veskera doprava
probihala po mori. Byli sem odesilani zajatci za trest, vétSinou kvuli pokusu o uték z jiného tabora. Zajatci
byli ubytovani v byvalych kasarnach a pracovali v kamenolomu a na stavbe silnic, pozdegji take pri vyrobe
soli. Cesti zajatci zde vytvorili hudebni orchestr a diky nim se Zivotni podminky velmi zlep3ily. Hibitov
se nachazi na silnici pfi pfijezdu do mésta, jsou zde pohfbeni prokazatelné tfi Cesi, dale rakousti, polsti
a madarsti zajatci. Pomnik byl priblizne pred 15 lety opraven, od té doby vsak postupne chatral. Jeho nova
rekonstrukce probéhne v prubehu roku 2025.

Fort Alexandrovsk (Fort Shevchenko)

The camp was established in a former penal colony in a location that was nearly inaccessible by land, with all  ====== = | ,
transportation carried out by sea. Prisoners were sent here as punishment, usually for attempting to escape === = — L T TE
from another camp. They were housed in former military barracks and worked in a stone quarry andonroad =
construction, and later also in salt production. Czech prisoners formed a musical orchestra, and thanks to
their efforts, living conditions improved significantly. The cemetery is located along the road leading into the
town. It is known that three Czechs are buried there, along with Austrian, Polish, and Hungarian prisoners.
Pomnik byl priblizne pred 15 lety opraven, od té doby vsak postupne chatral. Jeho nova rekonstrukce
probéhne v prubéhu roku 2025.
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Kazalinsk (Kazaly)

Tabor vznikl pri kasarnach, ktere byly ale velmi male, takze zajatci zpocCatku vybudovali jurtovy tabor,
s prichodem zimy jurty zapustili do zeme a vybavili kamny. Predsedou taborove organizace byl budouci
general Eduard Kadlec, mezi jeji predni Cleny patrili i budouci generalove Kravak, Kasalicky a Borecky.

Hrbitov se nachazi za mésteCkem a pomnik vybudovany k ucteni pamatky zajatcu je tvoren krizem
a doplnen napisem v ruskem a nemeckem jazyce.

Kazalinsk (Kazaly)

The camp was established near military barracks, but these were very small, so the prisoners initially built
a yurt camp. With the arrival of winter, they lowered the yurts into the ground and equipped them with stoves.
The head of the camp organization was future General Eduard Kadlec, and among its leading members
were future generals Kravak, Kasalicky, and Borecky. The cemetery is located outside the town, and the
memorial honoring the prisoners consists of a cross with inscriptions in both Russian and German.

Ust'-Kamenogorsk (Oskemen)

Tabor privital prvni z Ceskych zajatcu hned v roce 1914, jejich Sikovnosti si povsimli mistni podnikatelé a tak
se jiz zahy po prijezdu nekteri z nich zapojili do stavebniho usili ve meste. Dodnes se na budove mistniho
muzea dochoval napis v ¢estiné o praci ceskych Stukatéru. Dalsi ze zajatcu odjizdeli na praci do hornického
mesta Ridder. Velka skupina zajatcu vSech narodnosti (cca 6000 osob) budovala take zeleznici na trati
Ust-Kamenogorsk — Astana (asi 1000 km). Specialne z Petrohradu sem byla vypravena take skupina 600
specialistu stavaru, kteri meli za ukol pres 2000 metru vysoke hory postavit silnici spojujici jizni Cast oblasti
s cinskymi hranicemi.

Ust-Kamenogorsk (Oskemen)

The camp welcomed the first Czech prisoners as early as 1914. Their craftsmanship quickly drew the
attention of local entrepreneurs, and soon after their arrival, some were involved in construction projects
within the city. To this day, a Czech-language inscription honoring the work of Czech plasterers can still be
seen on the building of the local museum. Other prisoners were sent to work in the nearby mining town of === .
Ridder. A large group of prisoners of various nationalities (approximately 6,000 people) also worked onthe k=" 5. 7" o
construction of a railway line between Ust-Kamenogorsk and Astana (about 1,000 km). A special group

of 600 construction specialists was dispatched from Petrograd with the task of building a road through

mountains over 2,000 meters high, linking the southern part of the region with the Chinese border.

Austrijska daroga (Rakouska silnice)

Tento nazev cesta ziskala diky "Austrijakum”, jak se zde rikalo tehdejSim rakousko-uherskym zajatcum. Ti se pri budovani silnic
dostavali do nejzapadlejsich koutu gubernie, cehoz je dukazem cesta ve vysce 2 000 m n. m., ktera se nachazi pobliz jezera
Markakol na hranici s Cinou, vzdaleného 350 km od Ust-Kamenogorska. Zajatci zde dokazali postavit cestu o délce téméf
110 km, ktera slouzi svému ucelu bez vetsi udrzby i v soucasnosti. Silnice byla vybudovana v letech 1915-1916 a behem stavby
byly vytvoreny postupné tfi malé hrbitovy, kam byli pohrbeni zemreli zajatci z fad stavitelu. Mezi nimi byli také vojaci narozeni
v ceskych zemich.

Austriyskaya Doroga (The Austrian Road)

This road earned its name from the “Austrians,” as Austro-Hungarian prisoners of war were commonly called in the region at the
time. While building roads, these prisoners reached some of the most remote corners of the governorate—one example being
a road at an altitude of 2,000 meters above sea level near Lake Markakol, close to the Chinese border, approximately 350 km
from Ust-Kamenogorsk. Here, the prisoners managed to construct a road nearly 110 kilometers long, which still serves its purpose
today with minimal maintenance. The road was built between 1915 and 1916. During its construction, three small cemeteries were
gradually established, where deceased prisoner-builders were buried. Among them were also soldiers born in the Czech lands.

V boji za novou republiku

Zajatci z Turkestanské gubernie se aktivhe zapojili do boje o samostatné
Ceskoslovensko, ve vétsi mife dobrovolnymi pfispévky na odbojové hnuti
a v nezanedbatelné mire take primo osobne v radach ceskoslovenskeho vojska
na Rusi. Z Turkestanské gubernie odjel zacatkem roku 1916 velky transport
délniku do municéniho zavodu v Taganrogu, kde se nedostavalo kvalifikovanych
pracovniku, a ve stejném roce skupina nekolika set dobrovolniku odcestovala
take k Ceskoslovenskemu vojsku.

Dodnes jsou mnohé pribehy zajatcu nezname a Cekaji na svoje objeveni.

Fighting for the New Republic

Prisoners from the Turkestan Governorate actively joined the struggle for an
independent Czechoslovakia—primarily through voluntary contributions to the
resistance movement, and to a significant extent also through direct personal : o L
involvementin the ranks of the Czechoslovak armyin Russia. Inearly 1916, alarge Manl\y/lg?igzenéoﬁglg Iggéln\?ncgenrsizcgt?oLeé\?eerzavﬁﬂsr:dﬁgz%:é (\j/\;?tdhr:)is’;
transport of workers departed from the Turkestan Governorate for a munitions major maintenance to this day
factory in Taganrog, where skilled labor was in short supply. That same year,

a group of several hundred volunteers also left to join the Czechoslovak armed

forces. To this day, many stories of these prisoners remain unknown, still waiting

' foto / text: Radim Chrast, Minosterstvo obrany CR
to be discovered. e e
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