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Dne 28. cervence 1914 vyhlasilo Rakousko-Uhersko valku Srbsku a diky rade spojeneckych smluv se konflikt zahy rozsiril prakticky
po celém svete. Rusko do nej vstoupilo 1. srpna 1914. Od pocatku usilovali ceskoslovensti krajané o vznik samostatne narodni
jednotky v rdmci ruské armady. Ta zahy vznikla v Kyjevé a byla pojmenovana Ceska druzina. Casopis Cechoslovan o tom priib&zné
informoval, takze jiz 3. zari do ni vstoupilo prvnich 259 Ceskoslovenskych dobrovolnikt z Petrohradu, Moskvy, Nikolajeva, Odesy
a Kyjeva.

On July 28, 1914, Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia, and due to a series of allied treaties, the conflict soon spread practically
across the entire world. Russia entered the war on August 1, 1914. From the very beginning, Czechoslovak expatriates sought
to form an independent national unit within the Russian army. This unit was soon established in Kyiv and was named the Czech
Company (Ceska druzina). The magazine Cechoslovan reported on its development, and by September 3, the first 259 Czechoslovak
volunteers from Petrograd, Moscow, Mykolaiv, Odesa, and Kyiv had joined its ranks.

Formovani Ceské druziny

Jednalo se o mladé muze, Casto Cleny telocvicne jednoty Sokol, kteri zacali do
Ruska ve vétsi mire pfichazet pred vypuknutim valky — muze ruzného vzdélani
a profesi. Byli zde také dobrovolnici z rad kolonizatoru, kteri do Ruska mifili od roku
1867. Usadili se zejména na Volyni a Kavkaze, ale i na dalSich mistech rozsahleho
imperia. Prvnich 43 ,Volynaku® bylo do druziny zarazeno 8. zari a 6. rijna jiz mela
ve stavu 12 ruskych a 8 Ceskoslovenskych dustojniku, 736 Ceskoslovenskych
dobrovolniku a 263 ruskych vojinu. Dne 11.fijna 1914 (podle ruského kalendare na
svatek sv. Vaclava 28. zari) probehla slavnostni prisaha na kyjevském Sofijskem
namesti, nacez jednotka odjela ke 3. armade. Druzinici byli na fronte pouziti jako
rozvedcici. Jejich ukolem byla vyzvedna Cinnost — meli zjistovat silu a rozlozeni
nepritele, ziskavat zajatce a také agitovat mezi slovanskymi prislusniky rakousko-
uherské armady. Zahy bylo jejich schopnosti vyuzito take ve stabech, kde se

Prisaha Ceské druziny v Kyjevé o e T A ' = o : :
The Oath of the Ceska druzina in Kyiv podileli na vyslesich zajatcu, pusobili jako tlumochici (vetSina z nich mluvila

| nemecky), radiotelegrafisté Ci ridiCi. Druzina tak byla rozdelena na male skupiny
pridélene ruznym vyssim ruskym jednotkam. V prosinci 1914 byl udelen souhlas s naborem dobrovolniku mezi zajatci, a 31. ledna
1915 slozilo prvnich 231 byvalych zajatcu v Tarnoveé pfisahu. Zajatci se pozdeéji stanou hlavnim zdrojem posil pro ¢eskoslovenske
vojsko v Rusku. Druzinici se pote v roce 1915 ucastnili ustupu od Gorlice a v lete 1916 slavne Brusilovovy ofenzivy. Na konci roku
1916 bylo ve stavu &eskoslovenskych jednotek, transformovanych jiz do Ceskoslovenské stielecké brigady, 5 750 muza.

Formation of the Czech Company

These were young men, often members of the Sokol gymnastic movement, who had begun arriving in Russia in greater numbers
even before the outbreak of the war — men of various educational backgrounds and professions. Among them were also volunteers
from the ranks of settlers who had been moving to Russia since 1867. They had settled primarily in Volhynia and the Caucasus,
but also Iin other parts of the vast empire. The first 43 "Volhynians” were incorporated into the Company on September 8, and
by October 6, it included 12 Russian and 8 Czechoslovak officers, 736 Czechoslovak volunteers, and 263 Russian soldiers. On
October 11, 1914 (September 28 in the Russian calendar, the feast day of St. Wenceslas), a ceremonial oath was taken on Kyiv's
Soflyivska Square, after which the unit departed to join the 3rd Army. The volunteers were deployed at the front as scouts. Their
task was reconnaissance — to determine the strength and positions of enemy forces, capture prisoners, and spread propaganda
among Slavic soldiers of the Austro-Hungarian army. Their skills were soon utilized in staff positions as well, where they assisted
In interrogations of prisoners, served as interpreters (most of them also spoke German), radio telegraph operators, and drivers.
The Company was thus divided into small groups assigned to various higher Russian units. In December 1914, permission was
granted to recruit volunteers from among prisoners of war, and on January 31, 1915, the first 231 former prisoners took the oath in
Tarnow. Prisoners would later become the main source of reinforcements for the Czechoslovak army in Russia. The volunteers then
participated in the 1915 retreat from Gorlice and in the famous Brusilov Offensive in the summer of 1916. By the end of 1916, the
Czechoslovak units, by then transformed into the Czechoslovak Rifle Brigade, numbered 5,750 men.

Ruska legie — Od Zborova k bojum s bolSeviky

Dne 15. brezna 1917 car Mikulas |l. abdikoval a moci se ujala Prozatimni viada. Presto byla na leto naplanovana ofenziva
(tzv. Kerenskeho ofenziva), jejimz cilem byl Lvov. Dobrovolne se do ni prihlasila i Ceskoslovenska brigada. Do ofenzivy se zapojila
2. cervence 1917, kdy jako jedina prolomila tfi linie nepratelskych zakopu a dobyla opevnény vrch Mogila. Pri vlastnich ztratach 173
padlych, 29 zemrelych a 32 nezvestnych zajala brigada celkem: ,,62 dustojniku, 3 150 vojaku, 15 del a mnoho kulometu, z nichz
vetsina byla obracena proti nepriteli”. Byl to vSak jediny uspéch ofenzivy, ktera se brzy zhroutila, coz umoznilo 19. Cervence zahajit
Némcum protiutok, ktery vyustil v uprk ruské armady, znamy jako tarnopolsky ustup. Na podzim 1917 prochazely ceskoslovenske
jednotky na Ukrajiné preskupenim. Zaroven byl povolen nheomezeny nabor v zajateckych taborech, takze do ceskoslovenskeho
vojska vstoupilo na 27 000 novych vojakll. Zadala tak vystavba Ceskoslovenského arméadniho sboru.

Czechoslovak Legion — From Zborov to the Fight Against the Bolsheviks

On March 15, 1917, Tsar Nicholas |l abdicated, and power was taken over by the Provisional Government. Nevertheless,
an offensive was planned for the summer (the so-called Kerensky Offensive), with the objective of capturing Lviv. The Czechoslovak
Brigade volunteered to participate. The brigade joined the offensive on July 2, 1917, and was the only unit to break through three
lines of enemy trenches and capture the fortified Mogila Hill. Despite its own losses—173 killed in action, 29 dead from wounds,
and 32 missing—the brigade captured: “62 officers, 3,150 soldiers, 15 artillery pieces, and many machine guns, most of which were
turned against the enemy.” However, this was the only success of the offensive, which soon collapsed. On July 19, the Germans
launched a counteroffensive, resulting in the disorganized retreat of the Russian army, known as the Tarnopol retreat. In the autumn
of 1917, Czechoslovak units in Ukraine underwent a reorganization. At the same time, unrestricted recruitment was authorized in
prisoner-of-war camps, resulting in the enlistment of approximately 27,000 new soldiers into the Czechoslovak forces. This marked
the beginning of the formation of the Czechoslovak Army Corps.
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Od neutrality ke stretu s bolseviky
Ten po bolsevicke revoluci vyhlasil neutralitu, 16. prosince 1917 se stal soucasti francouzske armady a mel
zahajit presun na zapadni frontu. Situace Ceskoslovenskych vojaku v Rusku se zkomplikovala 3. brezna
1918 mirem mezi bolseviky a Centralnimi mocnostmi. Byla tak zahajena evakuace do hloubi Ruska,
‘, pricemz ve dnech 8. az 13. brezna byl u stanice Bachmac sveden zadrzovaci boj s postupujici nemeckou
{‘ ‘\,,v?:”,@” ) armadou, diky éemgi 40 000 éeskosloyenskych vojaku ustoupilo na vychod. Poté se S bolseviky dohodli
7 ;79;\’3:‘:"‘4‘;%, N na presunu do Vladivostoku, odkud méeli odplout na zapadni frontu. Protoze vsak bylo jednim z bodu miru
i e (S i odzbrojeni cizich vojenskych formaci na ruském uzemi, bolSevici dopravu zdrzovali a komplikovali, a to
vcetne pozadavku na predani vetsiny zbrani. Na zapad se navic vracely vliaky s propustenymi nemeckymi
a rakouskymi zajatci, takze dochazelo k ruznym konfliktum. Ten nejzavaznéjsi se odehral 14. kvétna
1918 v Celjabinsku a nasledné byl vyuzZit jako zaminka k odzbrojeni a internovani Cechoslovakd, ktefi
byli roztazeni na celé Transsibirske magistrale od Penzy po Vladivostok. K prvnimu stretu s bolseviky
doslo 25. kvetna na stanici Marianovka, nasledovaly stanice Irkutsk, Zlatoust a dalsi. Byt byli jen slabe
vyzbrojeni, podarilo se ceskoslovenskym vojakum vlaky uhajit a na vetsiné mist presli rychle do protiutoka.
Do 31. srpna 1918 ovladali celou Magistralu. Na Volze tak vznikla nova protinemecka fronta, protoze

Strategicky nesmirné dulezity most cara  DolSeVvicl byli v té dobe chapani jako spojenci Centralnich mocnosti.
Alexandra ll. pres reku Volhu, dobyty

obrnenym viakem Orlik a dobrovolniky : : :
4. &s. stf. pluku 31. kvétna 1918. From Neutrality to Clash with the Bolsheviks

The strategically vital Tsar Alexander Il Aftar the Bolshevik Revolution, the Czechoslovak Army Corps declared neutrality. On December 16,
Bridge over the Volga River, captured by _ -
the armored train Orlik and volunteers of 1917, It became part of the French army and was scheduled to begin its transfer to the Western Front.
the 4th Czechoslovak Rifle Regimenton - The sjtuation of the Czechoslovak soldiers in Russia became complicated on March 3, 1918, following the
May 31, 1918. : L : :
peace treaty between the Bolsheviks and the Central Powers. This triggered an evacuation deeper into
Russia, and between March 8 and 13, a rearguard action was fought near the Bachmach railway station
against advancing German forces, allowing 40,000 Czechoslovak soldiers to retreat eastward. An agreement was subsequently made
with the Bolsheviks to transfer the troops to Vladivostok, from where they were to sail to the Western Front. However, one of the terms of
the peace treaty included the disarmament of foreign military units on Russian territory, and the Bolsheviks began to delay and obstruct
the transportation—demanding, among other things, the handover of most weapons. At the same time, trains returning westward carried
released German and Austro-Hungarian POWSs, leading to various conflicts. The most serious of these occurred on May 14, 1918, In
Chelyabinsk and was later used as a pretextto disarm and intern the Czechoslovak troops, who were stretched along the entire length ofthe
Trans-Siberian Railway from Penza to Viadivostok. The first clash with the Bolsheviks took place on May 25 at Marianovka station, followed
by engagements at Irkutsk, Zlatoust, and other locations. Although only lightly armed, the Czechoslovak soldiers managed to defend their
trains and in most places quickly launched counterattacks. By August 31, 1918, they controlled the entire railway line. Along the Volga River,

a new anti-German front emerged, as the Bolsheviks were at that time considered allies of the Central Powers.
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Ruska legie — Na uzemi severniho Kazachstanu

Transsibifska magistrala na své trase Celjabinsk—Omsk prochazi severnim Kazachstanem,
presneji mestem Petropaviovsk (dnes Petropavl). Mesto bylo zalozeno roku 1752 jako ruska
pevnost na rece ISim a mestska prava ziskalo v roce 1807. V roce 1896 zde bylo vybudovano
nadrazi v ramci Jizneuralske trate, ktera se pozdeji stala soucasti Transsibirske magistraly.
Dnes je administrativnim centrem Severokazasske oblasti a lezi priblizne 350 km zapadne od
Omsku. Nachazel se zde velky zajatecky tabor, ze kterého odeslo mnoho dobrovolniku do legie. |
Behem své cesty do Vladivostoku tudy projizdely vsechny Cceskoslovenske jednotky. Prvnivlaky -
s legionari prijely na jare 1918, mimojiné is 1. a 3. praporem 6. Cs. streleckeho pluku Hanackého.

V dusledku dohody sovetskeho Ruska s Nemeckem byly Ceskoslovenske transporty v dubnu
zablokovany, aby mohla pokracovat repatriace nemeckych a rakousko-uherskych zajatcu. To
vedlo k roztrzeni Ceskoslovenskych pluku a radikalizaci vojaku. Dne 25. kvetna 1918, poté

co legionari zachytili rozkaz Lva Trockeho k jejich odzbrojeni a likvidaci samostatnych jednotek, doslo k zasadnimu obratu — pohyb
ceskoslovenskych vlaku byl po cele trase Transsibirske magistraly povazovan za nepratelsky akt. Téhoz dne dorazily do Petropavlovsku
vlaky se $tdbem Eeskoslovenského armadniho sboru a odbockou Ceskoslovenské narodni rady v Rusku. Ty vSak brzy pokracovaly
dale do Celjabinsku, zatimco ve mésté zustaly jen 3. rota Uderného praporu a 2. a 3. rota 2. Seskoslovenského stfeleckého pluku.
Mistni sovéty ihned vznesly poZadavek, aby Cechoslovaci vydali vdechny zbrané&, coZ usty svého velitele kapitana Milode Zaka odmitli.
PocCetna Ruda garda, slozena zejména z Némcu a Madaru, zacala s pfipravami na jejich nasilné zadrzeni, opevnila se v tovarné
u nadrazi a vytrhala i koleje, aby nemonhly prijet Ceskoslovenske posily.
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Petropavlovské zelezniCni nadrazi
Petropavlovsk Railway Station

Czechoslovak Legion — In the Territory of Northern Kazakhstan

The Trans-Siberian Railway, on its route from Chelyabinsk to Omsk, passes through northern Kazakhstan, specifically through the city
of Petropavlovsk (today Petropavl). The city was founded in 1752 as a Russian fortress on the Ishim River and was granted municipal
rights in 1807. In 1896, a railway station was built there as part of the South Ural Railway, which later became integrated into the Trans-
Siberian Railway. Today, it serves as the administrative center of the North Kazakhstan Region and lies approximately 350 kilometers
west of Omsk. There was a large prisoner-of-war camp located there, from which many volunteers joined the Czechoslovak Legion.
During their journey to Vladivostok, all Czechoslovak units passed through this area. The first trains carrying legionnaires arrived in the
spring of 1918, including the 1st and 3rd Battalions of the 6th Czechoslovak Rifle Regiment "Hanacky.” Due to an agreement between
Soviet Russia and Germany, Czechoslovak transports were blocked in April to allow for the repatriation of German and Austro-Hungarian
prisoners of war. This led to the splitting of Czechoslovak regiments and the radicalization of the soldiers. On May 25, 1918, after the
legionnaires intercepted an order from Lev Trotsky calling for their disarmament and the liquidation of independent units, a turning
point occurred—the movement of Czechoslovak trains along the Trans-Siberian Railway was now considered a hostile act. On the
same day, trains carrying the staff of the Czechoslovak Army Corps and the delegation of the Czechoslovak National Council in Russia
arrived in Petropavlovsk. However, they soon continued on to Chelyabinsk, while only the 3rd Company of the Assault Battalion and the
2nd and 3rd Companies of the 2nd Czechoslovak Rifle Regiment remained in the city. The local soviets immediately demanded that
the Czechoslovaks surrender all their weapons, which they refused through their commander, Captain Milo$ Zak. A large Red Guard,
composed mainly of Germans and Hungarians, began preparations to forcibly detain them, fortified itself in a factory near the station,
and tore up the railway tracks to prevent the arrival of any Czechoslovak reinforcements.
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Pohrebni pruvod padlych legionaru v Petropaviovsku
Funeral procession of fallen legionnaires in Petropavlovsk

Bitva o Petropaviovsk

Plan k protiutoku vypracoval podkapitan Zak. 3. rota iderného praporu méla dobyt tovarnu na masové konzervy, kde sidlil boldevicky
$tab, zatimco 2. rota 3. pluku obsadila nadrazi. Z opaéné strany mésta zautodili spojeneéti kozaci. Utok zapod&al v noci na 31. kvétna
1918, prestoZe signal — exploze granatu — zaznél pfeddasné. Ceskoslovensti vojaci tak jiz na nic nedekali a po obdrZeni zprav
0 uspesnych bojich s bolseviky na jinych mistech v noci na 31. kvetna necekane zautoclili, obsadili zavod, nadrazi | mesto, pricemz
jim pomahali | mistni zelezniCari a kozaci. Pri ztrate tri padlych (Rudolf Jarolim, Klement Tovarek a Josef Vavrik) a 11 ranenych
zajali na 300 rudych a ukofistili velké mnoZstvi zbrani. Tyto zbran& pozdéji vyznamné pomohly pfi bojich u Omsku a Celjabinsku.
Behem nekolika dni bylo obnoveno zeleznicni spojeni mezi temito mesty. Mesto, ktere legionare oslavilo jako osvoboditele, se tak
na dlouhou dobu stalo bezpecnym — byla zde napriklad umistena Ceskoslovenska nemocnice pro venericke choroby. Od rijna 1918
byli ve mésté soustredeni zajatci rumunské narodnosti, kteri pozdeéji vytvorili vlastni utvary bojujici proti bolsevikum. Podruhe dostal
Petropavlovsk eskoslovenskou posadku v prosinci 1918. Mezi 7.—17. prosincem sem dorazil z Celjabinsku 1. stfelecky pluk Mistra
Jana Husi, ktery vykonaval posadkovou sluzbu, hlidal véznici a zajatecky tabor a chranil trat k Omsku. Kvuli Spatnym hygienickym
podminkam zde nekolik vojaku podlehlo epidemickym nemocem. V unoru 1919 se jednotky presunuly do Irkutska. Ve stejné dobé
byly Ceskoslovenské jednotky stazeny z fronty k odpocCinku, pricemz mély za ukol ochranu magistraly proti rudym partyzanum
a lupicum. Petropavlovsk byl zaroven ruskymi protibolsevickymi silami vyuzivan jako jedna ze zakladen. Ty vsak pro nejednotnost
a casté rozpory ve veleni zacaly na fronté ztracet a musely ustupovat. Petropavlovsk byl Rudou armadou dobyt 29. rijna 1919. To
uz byli Ceskoslovensti vojaci na cesté do Vladivostoku — a konecne take domu.

The Battle of Petropaviovsk

The counterattack plan was drawn up by Sub-Lieutenant Zak. The 3rd Company of the Assault Battalion was tasked with capturing
the meat canning factory, where the Bolshevik headquarters was located, while the 2nd Company of the 3rd Regiment was to
secure the railway station. Allied Cossack forces launched an attack from the opposite side of the city. The assault began during
the night of May 31, 1918, although the signal—a grenade explosion—was accidentally triggered prematurely. Without waiting
any further, and having received reports of successful engagements with the Bolsheviks in other areas, the Czechoslovak soldiers
launched a surprise attack during the night of May 31. They took control of the factory, the railway station, and the city itself, with
the assistance of local railway workers and Cossacks. With the loss of three soldiers (Rudolf Jarolim, Klement Tovarek, and Josef
Vavrik) and eleven wounded, they captured around 300 Red Guards and seized a large quantity of weapons. These weapons later
significantly aided the Czechoslovaks in battles near Omsk and Chelyabinsk. Within a few days, railway links between those cities
were restored. The city, which welcomed the legionnaires as liberators, became a secure rear area for some time—it even housed
a Czechoslovak hospital for venereal diseases. From October 1918 onward, prisoners of Romanian nationality were concentrated
In the city; they later formed their own units to fight against the Bolsheviks. Petropavlovsk received a second Czechoslovak garrison
in December 1918. Between December 7 and 17, the 1st Rifle Regiment of Mistr Jan Hus arrived from Chelyabinsk. The regiment
carried out garrison duties, guarded the local prison and POW camp, and protected the rail line to Omsk. Due to poor sanitary
conditions, several soldiers succumbed to epidemic diseases. In February 1919, the unit moved on to Irkutsk. At the same time,
Czechoslovak forces were withdrawn from the front to rest, and were tasked with guarding the railway line against Red partisans
and bandits. Petropavlovsk was also used by Russian anti-Bolshevik forces as one of their bases. However, due to disunity and
frequent leadership disputes, they began to lose ground and were forced to retreat. Petropavlovsk was retaken by the Red Army on
October 29, 1919. By that time, the Czechoslovak soldiers were already on their way to Vladivostok—and finally, home.

V seznamech Ceskoslovenské obce legionafské se zatim podafilo dohledat osobni karty dvou legionafi pochazejicich
z ceskych obci na uzemi dnesniho Kazachstanu. Jedna se o rolniky Josefa LedencCuka (nar. 27. 10. 1892) a Pavla Svobodu
(nar. 1891) z obce Borjatin v Akmolinském ujezdu. Oba slouzili v hodnosti vojina u 2. streleckého pluku ceskoslovenske legie
na Rusi.

The records of the Czechoslovak Legionnaire Community have so far yielded personal cards of two legionnaires originating
from Czech settlements in the territory of present-day Kazakhstan. These were farmers Josef Ledencuk (b. October 27, 1892)
and Pavel Svoboda (b. 1891) from the village of Borjatin in the Akmolinsk district. Both served with the rank of private in the
2nd Rifle Regiment of the Czechoslovak Legion in Russia.
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V celkem 42 lodnich transportech (nekterée z nich zahrnovaly vice lodi) bylo do Obrneny vlak 7. Cs. str. pluku pri ochrane Transsibirské magistraly v leté 1919
republiky pfepraveno 67 730 vojaku a 11 271 krajanu, zajatcu, kolonistu, ale také zen Armored train of the 7th Czechoslovak Rifle Regiment guarding the
a déti legionaru. Ve Vladivostoku vSak zustaly nékteré urady, které nadale reSily Trans-Siberian Railway in the summer of 1919
likvidaci Ceskoslovenskych zalezitosti a pokracovaly v evakuaci jednotlivcu jesté nékolik

dalsich let.

A total of 42 maritime transports (some of which included multiple ships) brought back
to the republic 67,730 soldiers and 11,271 compatriots, prisoners of war, settlers, as
well as women and children of the legionnaires. However, some offices remained in
Vladivostok, continuing to handle the liquidation of Czechoslovak affairs and carrying
out the evacuation of individuals for several more years.

Cesta domu

Na podzim 1918 zacCaly Ceskoslovenske jednotky predavat frontu ruskym oddilum a stahly se k odpocCinku do tylu. K 1.
unoru 1919 byly transformovany na Ceskoslovenské vojsko na Rusi se tfemi divizemi o sile zhruba 57 000 muzd. Ty dostaly
za Ukol strezit Transsibirskou magistralu mezi Irkutskem a Novonikolajevskem (nyni Novosibirsk), kde operovaly nejen
partyzanské oddily Rude armady, ale i velke loupezive bandy. K nejvetsim operacim doslo v kvetnu a Cervnu na rece Mane
a u Tajsetu. Situace v Rusku se vsak dale zhorsovala. Protibolsevicke sily nebyly schopny se sjednotit. Na Sibiri vladl admiral Kolcak,
stejné kruty jako bolSevici, a mezi Ceskoslovenskymi vojaky nebyl obliben. Moralka vojaku opét klesala. Proto se zacalo jednat o
jejich evakuaci domu. Jiz v lednu 1919 odjel z Vladivostoku prvni transport invalidu, do listopadu nasledovalo dalSich 12 transportu.

The Journey Home

In the autumn of 1918, Czechoslovak units began handing over the front lines to Russian forces and withdrew to the rear for rest.
By February 1, 1919, they had been reorganized into the Czechoslovak Army in Russia, consisting of three divisions with a total
strength of approximately 57,000 men. Their task was to guard the Trans-Siberian Railway between Irkutsk and Novonikolayevsk
(now Novosibirsk), where not only Red Army partisan units but also large bands of marauders were active. The largest operations
took place in May and June along the Mana River and near Tayshet. The situation in Russia continued to deteriorate. Anti-Bolshevik
forces were unable to unite. Admiral Kolchak ruled in Siberia—no less brutal than the Bolsheviks—and was unpopular among
Czechoslovak troops. The soldiers’ morale was steadily declining. As a result, negotiations began regarding their evacuation home.
As early as January 1919, the first transport of the wounded departed from Vladivostok, followed by 12 more transports by November.

Vyjednavani a posledni strety

Mezitim se zacala radikalne menit situace na fronte, kde Ruda armada zacala vitezit. Dne 4. ledna 1920 rezignoval Kolcak, ktery
byl pozdeéji zatCen a popraven. Protoze jiz nebyl zadny Ceskoslovensky zajem na dalsim boiji, byli k bolsevikum 11. ledna vyslani
parlamentari k jednani. Bolsevici ale vyzadovali okamzitou kapitulaci celeho ceskoslovenského vojska. To bylo odmitnuto. Jednotky
3. ceskoslovenske strelecke divize byly uvedeny do stavu pohotovosti a za ustupujicimi esalony byla nicena trat. K poslednimu
stfetu doslo 29. ledna v Niznéudinsku. Tvrdy odpor ceskoslovenskych oddilu a neCekané uspéchy ,bilych® primély bolseviky k novym
rozhovorum, které vyvrcholily 7. Unora podepsanim priméri. Mezitim pokracovaly transporty domu. V prosinci 1919 jako prvni opustil
Rusko 1. Ceskoslovensky strelecky pluk jako 13. transport a v zari 1920 odjel posledni, 36. transport. Tim ucast Ceskoslovenskych
vojsk na obcanskeé valce v Rusku skoncila. Celkem v ceskoslovenské legii v Rusku slouzilo na 70 000 vojaku, z nichz padlo 3 979.
Ceskoslovenské legie vznikly také ve Francii a Italii, kde se Usp&3né zapojily do bojli na front&. Toto nasazeni Seskoslovenskych
vojaku pfimélo dohodové mocnosti k tomu, aby uznaly pravo Cechd a Slovakd na samostatny stat. Ten byl v Praze vyhlasen
28. rijna 1918. Jiz od ledna 1919 se domu zacali vracet legionari z ltalie a Francie, kteri se nasledné zapojili do boju o integritu hranic
noveho statu, zejména v roce 1919 proti tehdy bolsevickemu Madarsku.

Negotiations and Final Clashes

Meanwhile, the situation at the front changed dramatically, as the Red Army began gaining victories. On January 4, 1920, Admiral
Kolchak resigned; he was later captured and executed. Since there was no longer any Czechoslovak interest in continuing the
fighting, envoys were sent to the Bolsheviks on January 11 to begin negotiations. However, the Bolsheviks demanded the immediate
surrender of the entire Czechoslovak army. It was rejected. The units of the 3rd Czechoslovak Rifle Division were placed on alert,
and the railway tracks behind the retreating echelons were being destroyed. The final clash occurred on January 29 in Nizhneudinsk.
The fierce resistance of the Czechoslovak troops and the unexpected successes of the "\Whites” forced the Bolsheviks to reopen
negotiations, which culminated in a truce signed on February 7. In the meantime, transports home continued. In December 1919, the
1st Czechoslovak Rifle Regiment was the first to leave Russia as the 13th transport, and in September 1920 the last, 36th transport
departed. This marked the end of the Czechoslovak military involvement in the Russian Civil War. In total, around 70,000 soldiers
served in the Czechoslovak Legion in Russia, of whom 3,979 were killed. Czechoslovak legions were also formed in France and
Italy, where they successfully took part in front-line combat. The deployment of Czechoslovak troops convinced the Allied powers to
recognize the right of Czechs and Slovaks to an independent state. This state was proclaimed in Prague on October 28, 1918. As
early as January 1919, legionnaires from ltaly and France began returning home and soon took part in defending the borders of the
new republic, especially during the 1919 conflict with then-Bolshevik Hungary.
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