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Formovani jednotek

Po napadeni Sovetského svazu Nemeckem povolily sovetske urady formovani ceskoslovenske vojenske jednotky v SSSR. Tzv.
Skupina velitelskych kadru prijela s velitelem Ludvikem Svobodou do Buzuluku 5. unora 1942. Nedlouho po nich prijizdéli také
dali dobrovolnici. Slo také o n&kolik desitek v Kazachstanu internovanych ob&anti Ceskoslovenska, umisténych do Akmolinského
napravné&-pracovniho tdbora, Aktobe, DZambulu (Taraz) &i Kostanaj. Dorazila také mensi skupina v Kazachstanu usazenych Cechd.
Dnes vime o sestirodacich z Borodinovky (Alexandr Gajsin, Josef Grossman, Antonin Hyblo, Vladimir Chalupnik, Frantisek Privratsky,
Alexandr Stejskal) a tfech (Jan Helisek, Leonid Somol, Jindfich Spicka) spjatych s kazadskou zemi jen dodasné&. Jako mnozi jini se
dobrovolne prihlasili do ceskoslovenske armady. Dva z nich padii.

Formation of the Units

After Nazi Germany invaded the Soviet Union, Soviet authorities permitted the formation of a Czechoslovak military unit in the
USSR. The so-called Command Cadre Group, led by Ludvik Svoboda, arrived in Buzuluk on February 5, 1942. Soon after, additional
volunteers began to arrive. Among them were several dozen Czechoslovak citizens who had been interned in Kazakhstan—in
places such as the Akmolinsk corrective labor camp, Aktobe, Dzhambul (now Taraz), and Kostanay. A smaller group of ethnic
Czechs who had settled in Kazakhstan also joined. Today we know of six natives of Borodinovka (Alexandr Gajsin, Josef Grossman,
Antonin Hyblo, Vladimir Chalupnik, FrantiSek Privratsky, Alexandr Stejskal) and three others (Jan Helisek, Leonid Somol, Jindrich
Spicka) who were connected to Kazakh soil only temporarily. Like many others, they volunteered to serve in the Czechoslovak
army. Two of them were killed in action.

Od Sokolova do Prahy
Prvniboj 1. Cs. samostatneho praporu na vychodni fronte, pri obrane
ukrajinske obce Sokolovo, zaplatil zivotem borodinovsky traktorista
a snajpr 2. pesi roty Josef Grossman. V boji byl ranen vojin 1. pesi
roty Alexandr Stejskal, rovnez rodak z Borodinovky. Za boj byl
- vyznamenan medaili Za chrabrost Jan Helisek, brnensky rodak,
A PRIE AR T8 W W)L Uy S e .. ktery v letech 1941-1942 pracoval pro vysilaci stanici rozhlasu
§:4 ' | v Alma-Ate (Almaty), kdyz ,v boji o Sokolovo prosel s nekolika
. ' e uderniky sestavou tanku a nemeckych automatciku, kryjicim se
w “ - EP za tanky, zpusobil velké ztraty.“ Za Gcast v bitvé byl povySen na
T. 5 .1 desatnika Frantisek Privratsky z Borodinovky. Po stazeni praporu
| 31. brezna 1943 do Veseloje a nasledne behem preformovani na
\ . .. 1. ¢&s. brigadu od kvétna 1943 v Novochopersku absolvovali Jan
A s Helisek a Frantisek Privratsky skolu pro dustojniky v zaloze. Brigada
: : L o _ se uc€astnila boju za osvobozeni Kyjeva v listopadu 194 3. Frantisek
Plukovnik Ludvik Svoboda predcita udélena vyznamenani za boj u Sokolova. Veseloje, . ; - o . . ., o .
23. dubna 1943 earopviavin Privratsky skolu pro dustojniky v zaloze. Brigada se ucastnila
Colgnel Ludvik Svobgda reads out the awards granted for the battle of Sokolovo. Veseloye, bOjliI 7a osvobozeni Kyjeva V Iistopadu 1943 . Frantisek Pﬁvratsky,
ARSI jiz jako velitel éety, byl vyznamenan prvnim Cs. valeénym
krizem 1939 za to, ze ,dne 30. 12. 1943 v boji o Rudu v otevrenem
teréenu a za huste palby statecne vedl svoji cetu vpred, dokud nebyl
ranén.“\ bfeznu 1944 byla brigada z fronty staZena k Rovnu a, po doplnéni z fad volyfiskych Cech, byl 5. kvétna 1944 zformovan
1. Cs. armadni sbor. Priblizil se okamzik vstupu na uzemi okupovane vlasti, kterou nekteri znali jen z vypraveni. Boje o Dukelsky
prusmyk se staly osudnymi borodinovskému rodaku Antoninu Hyblovi. Padl 18. zari 1944 jako desatnik 2. Cs. paradesantni brigady
2. paradesantniho praporu v okoli polské obce Pastwiska. Na tzemi CSR vstoupili jednotky 6. fijna 1944. Nasledovaly t&2ké zimni
boje na Slovensku a na jafe 1945 do$lo k zav&reénym operacim na Moravé a ve Slezsku. Do Prahy dorazil Cs. armadni sbor
10. kvetna 1945.
Ve vesnici Shygyrly dodnes stoji pomnik s masivni plastikou hlavy namornika, pesaka a tankisty. Po bocich byly umisteny 4 desky
se /mény padlych, ktere take pripominaji padle rodaky Josefa Grossmana a Antonina Hybla. Na dochovalych Castech pomniku
zUstalo &itelnych daldich 11 jmen padlych Cechtl v fadach rudé armady.

From Sokolovo to Prague

The first battle of the 1st Czechoslovak Independent Battalion on the Eastern Front, during the defense of the Ukrainian village
of Sokolovo, claimed the life of Josef Grossman, a tractor driver and sniper from the 2nd Infantry Company, originally from
Borodinovka. Private Alexandr Stejskal of the 1st Infantry Company, also a native of Borodinovka, was wounded in the same
battle. For his bravery, Jan Helisek—a native of Brno who had worked for the radio broadcasting station in Alma-Ata (now
Almaty) in 1941-1942—was awarded the Medal for Bravery. He was cited for “crossing through a formation of tanks and German
submachine gunners with several assault troops during the battle for Sokolovo, inflicting heavy losses.” For his participation
In the battle, Frantisek Privratsky of Borodinovka was promoted to the rank of corporal. After the battalion was withdrawn to
Veseloye on March 31, 1943, and during its reorganization into the 1st Czechoslovak Brigade in May 1943 in Novokhopyorsk,
Jan Helisek and Frantisek Privratsky attended reserve officer training. The brigade took part in the battles for the liberation
of Kyiv in November 1943. Frantisek Privratsky, now serving as a platoon commander, was awarded his first Czechoslovak
War Cross 1939 for ,bravely leading his platoon forward in open terrain and under heavy fire during the battle for Ruda on
December 30, 1943, until he was wounded.”In March 1944, the brigade was withdrawn from the frontto Rovno. After reinforcements
arrived from among the Volhynian Czechs, the 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps was formed on May 5, 1944. The moment was
approaching when the troops would enter the territory of their occupied homeland—some of whom knew it only from stories. The
battle for the Dukla Pass proved fatal for Antonin Hybl, a native of Borodinovka. He fell on September 18, 1944, as a corporal
of the 2nd Czechoslovak Parachute Brigade, 2nd Parachute Battalion, near the Polish village of Pastwiska. The Czechoslovak
units entered Czechoslovak territory on October 6, 1944. \What followed were heavy winter battles in Slovakia, and in the spring
of 1945, the final operations in Moravia and Silesia. The Czechoslovak Army Corps arrived in Prague on May 10, 1945.

To this day, a monument stands in the village of Shygyrly, featuring a massive sculpture of a sailor’s, infantryman’s, and tank
crewman’s head. On its sides were four plaques bearing the names of the fallen, including local natives Josef Grossman and
Antonin Hybl. On the surviving parts of the monument, 11 more names of fallen Czechs who served in the Red Army remain
legible.
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Franz Privratsky (14. 1. 1914 - 8. 2. 1974)
VValecny hrdina s vyjimecnym osudem
Franz FranceviC Privratsky se narodil v obci Borodinovka (dnes Shygyrly) v zapadnim
Kazachstanu. Pred valkou pusobil jako predseda mistniho kolchozu. Po napadeni Sovétskéeho
svazu Nemeckem vstoupil v roce 1941 do Rudé armady, kde slouzil jako vojin. V roce 1942
byl prijat do formujiciho se Ceskoslovenskeho vojska v Buzuluku. Dne 22. dubna 1942 byl
zafazen jako stfelec lehkého kulometu k 1. p&Si rot& v hodnosti vojina. Ud&astnil se bitvy
u Sokolova, kde vbreznu 1943 bojoval s 1. Cs. samostatnym praporem. Za statecnost v bojibyl 7.
dubna1943povysennadesatnika.Naslednéabsolvovalskoluprodustojnikyvzalozeve Veseloje
a Novochopersku. V dalsich bojich — predevsim v bitve o obec Ruda — velel Cete 2. polniho
praporu 1. ¢s. brigady. Dne 30. prosince 1943 byl behem utoku v otevienem terénu zranen,
pfesto dovedl svou jednotku vpfed. Za tento &in obdrzel svij prvni Ceskoslovensky valeény kfiz
1939 (celkem vyznamenan tfikrat). Ugastnil se také t&Zkych bojd v Dukelském prismyku, kde
byl znovu zranen. Valku ukoncil v hodnosti porucika jako velitel Cety 3. roty 2. pesiho praporu.
- Po osvobozeni Prahy 10. kvetna 1945 byl v roce 1946 demobilizovan v hodnosti nadporucCika
Lo Yekatorna Perepiicyna a vratil se do Sovetskeho svazu. Slouzil v zaloze v hodnosti kapitana. V prubéhu valky se sblizil
s Ludvikem Svobodou, budoucim prezidentem Ceskoslovenska. Spojovalo je nejen valeéné
bratrstvi, ale | hluboke pratelstvi, ktere pretrvalo | po valce. Pravidelne si dopisovali a udrzovali kontakt. V roce 1966 pozval
Ludvik Svoboda Franze Privratského k navratu do vlasti. Presun byl temer zorganizovan, ale zmena politicke situace po
roce 1968 tento plan zmafila. Cast jeho rodiny zlistava v Kazachstanu do dnes.

Franz Privratsky (January 14, 1914 — February 8, 1974)

A War Hero with an Extraordinary Fate

Franz FranceviC Privratsky was born on February 12, 1914, in the village of Borodinovka (now Shygyrly) in western
Kazakhstan. Before the war, he served as the chairman of the local kolkhoz (collective farm). After Nazi Germany
invaded the Soviet Union, he joined the Red Army in 1941, serving as a private. In 1942, he was accepted into the newly
forming Czechoslovak military unit in Buzuluk. On April 22, 1942, he was assigned as a light machine gunner to the
1st Infantry Company with the rank of private. He took part in the Battle of Sokolovo, where he fought in March 1943 with
the 1st Czechoslovak Independent Battalion. For bravery in combat, he was promoted to the rank of corporal on April 7,
1943. He then completed reserve officer training in Veseloye and Novokhopyorsk. In further engagements—particularly in
the battle for the village of Ruda—he commanded a platoon of the 2nd Field Battalion of the 1st Czechoslovak Brigade.
On December 30, 1943, during an attack in open terrain, he was wounded but still managed to lead his unit forward. For
this act of courage, he received his first Czechoslovak War Cross 1939 (he was ultimately decorated with it three times).
He also participated in the fierce fighting in the Dukla Pass, where he was wounded again. He ended the war with the rank
of lieutenant, serving as a platoon commander of the 3rd Company, 2nd Infantry Battalion. After the liberation of Prague
on May 10, 1945, he was demobilized in 1946 and returned to the Soviet Union. He served in the reserves with the rank
of captain. During the war, he developed a close friendship with Ludvik Svoboda, the future president of Czechoslovakia.
They were bound not only by brotherhood in arms but also by a deep friendship that continued after the war. They kept in
regular contact and exchanged letters. In 1966, Ludvik Svoboda invited Franz Privratsky to return to his homeland. The
relocation was nearly arranged, but the change in the political situation after 1968 ultimately thwarted the plan. Part of his
family remains in Kazakhstan to this day.
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Borivoj Marecek (21. 3. 1917 — 8. 5. 2001)

Syn Rudolfa Marecka, Borivo] Marecek, vyrazne ovlivnil vyvo] kyrgyzského horolezectvi a jeho
odkaz saha i do Kazachstanu. V letech 1941-1942 absolvoval vycvik instruktoru ve skole Gorelnik
u Alma-Aty spolecne se svou manzelkou Anastasii Bondarenko. Na prelomu let 1942—-1943 pak
v Kyrgyzstanu zorganizoval mobilni skolu horskych strelcu, kde vycvicil 6 500 vojaku pro boj na
Kavkaze proti nemecke divizi Edelweiss. V roce 1944 vstoupil do Cceskoslovenskeho armadniho
sboru pod velenim Ludvika Svobody, kde znovu uplatnil své alpinistické zkusenosti — zejmeéna
v bitvé o Dukelsky prusmyk. S vojskem dosel az do Prahy. Byl vyznamenan radou ceskoslovenskych
| sovétskych ocenéni. Po valce se vratil do Kyrgyzstanu, pusobil jako vysokoskolsky pedagog
a zasvVvétil zivot vychové nové generace alpinistu. Jeho rodina dodnes zije v Almaty a Biskeku.

zdroj: Elvira MerecCek
ourse: Elvira Merecek

Borivoj Marecek (March 21, 1917 — May 8, 2001)

The son of Rudolf Marecek, Borivoj MarecCek played a significant role in the development of Kyrgyz mountaineering, with
his legacy also extending into Kazakhstan. Between 1941 and 1942, he underwent instructor training at the Gorelnik
mountaineering school near Almaty together with his wife, Anastasia Bondarenko. In 1942-1943, he organized a mobile
mountain infantry school in Kyrgyzstan, where he helped train 6,500 soldiers for combat in the Caucasus against the German
Edelweiss division. In 1944, he joined the Czechoslovak Army Corps under Ludvik Svoboda, where he once again applied
his alpine expertise—most notably in the Battle of the Dukla Pass. He marched with the army all the way to Prague. For
his service, he received numerous Czechoslovak and Soviet decorations. After the war, he returned to Kyrgyzstan, worked

as a university lecturer, and dedicated his life to training a new generation of mountaineers. His family still lives in Almaty
and Bishkek.

Text: Vlastimil Kfistan, Ministerstvo obrany CR
Erik Lukas, MDH
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