CECHOSLOVACI V GULAGU

EEBER

Perzekuce Cechti a éeskoslovenskych obéanti na izemi sovétského Kazachstanu

Téma Cechu &i Seskoslovenskych ob&anu, ktefi byli v&znéni v Gulagu nebo zahynuli v dusledku sovétskych represi na uzemi
Kazachstanu, neni dosud diikladné zpracovano. Na Uzemi Kazachstanu Zily pifed 2. svétovou valkou stovky etnickych Cechu.
Jednalo se o lidi, ktefi pfili do Sovétského svazu z Ceskoslovenska ve 20. a 30. letech hledat praci, pfipadné o pfisludniky Seské
komunity usazene na uzemi carskeho Ruska uz od 19. stoleti. Mnozi z nich se stali obetmi represi, hlavhe behem Velkeho teroru
v letech 1937—-1938. Dalsi Cesi byli poslani do lagrti v Kazachstanu z jinych oblasti tehdej$iho Sovétského svazu. SdruZeni Gulag.
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cz behem expedice do Kazachstanu v listopadu 2021 k tomuto tématu shromazdilo dilCi udaje, z nichz uvadime nasleduijici:

Persecution of Czechs and Czechoslovak Citizens in Soviet Kazakhstan

The topic of Czechs and Czechoslovak citizens who were imprisoned in the Gulag or perished as a result of Soviet repressions in the
territory of Kazakhstan has not yet been thoroughly researched. Before World War Il, hundreds of ethnic Czechs lived in Kazakhstan.
These were people who had come to the Soviet Union from Czechoslovakia in the 1920s and 1930s in search of work, as well as
members of the Czech community that had settled in Tsarist Russia as early as the 19th century. Many of them became victims of
repression, especially during the Great Terror of 1937-1938. Other Czechs were sent to camps in Kazakhstan from different parts
of the Soviet Union. During a research expedition to Kazakhstan in November 2021, the Gulag.cz association collected partial data
on this topic, from which the following findings are presented:

« \/ letech 1938—1946 pobyvaly v Akmolinském tabofe pro manzelky vlastizradcut (tzv. ALZIR) minimalné &tyfi Cesky.
» Between 1938 and 1946, at least four Czech women were imprisoned in the Akmolinsk Camp for Wives of Traitors to the Motherland
(known as ALZHIR).

» Z archivu v Karagand& mame k dispozici seznam 12 Cecht perzekvovanych pfimo v Karagandé v letech 1937—1941. Osm z nich
dostalo vetsinou od 5 do 10 let v tabo rech Gulagu, ctyri byli popraveni.

* From the archives in Karaganda, we have a list of 12 Czechs persecuted directly in Karaganda between 1937 and 1941. Eight of
them were sentenced to 5 to 10 years in Gulag camps, and four were executed.

* Ve Steplagu, ktery byl jednim ze Ctyr ,zvlastnich® taboru (tzv. ,osoblagu®) na uzemi Kazachstanu, bylo v roce 1953 drzeno
18 Cechoslovakull. Celkem bylo ve &tyfech ,zvlastnich* taborech v Kazachstanu drzeno 34 Cechd.

* In Steplag, one of four “special” camps (osoblag) located in Kazakhstan, 18 Czechoslovak citizens were held in 1953. Altogether,
34 Czechs were imprisoned in the four special camps in Kazakhstan.

- Databaze ruského sdruZzeni Memorial obsahuje Udaje o 16 CeSich perzekvovanych v sovétském Kazachstanu.

* The database of the Russian organization Memorial contains records of 16 Czechs persecuted in Soviet Kazakhstan.

« V zari 1939 obsadil Sovetsky svaz zapadni Volyn, do té doby soucast Polska. Perzekuce dopadla i na tamni Ceskou komunitu.
V roce 1940 bylo ze zapadni Volyné& v ramci masovych deportaci vysidleno dva tisice Cechd do severniho Kazachstanu.

* In September 1939, the Soviet Union occupied western Volhynia, which had previously been part of Poland. The local Czech
community was also affected by the repressions. In 1940, two thousand Czechs were deported from western Volhynia to northern
Kazakhstan as part of mass deportations.

» Kazachstanskymi tabory GUPVI v prubéhu a po skoncCeni 2. svetove valky prosly takeé minimalné stovky ceskoslovenskych obCanu
— valeCnych zajatcu.

* During and after World War Il, at least several hundred Czechoslovak citizens — prisoners of war — passed through GUPVI camps
located in Kazakhstan.

Text: Stépan Cernousek, Gulag.cz /$
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Mapa znazornuje pracovni tabory na uzemi SSSR v letech 1923-1961 (zdroj: organizace Memoirial)
The map shows labor camps in the USSR between 1923 and 1961 (source: Memorial organization)
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Gulag (rusky I'YJ1ATI, zkratka pro Glavnoje upravlenije lagerej — Hlavni sprava taboru) oznacuje systém sovetskych nucenych
pracovnich taboru, ktery fungoval od 30. do 50. let 20. stoleti. Slo o néstroj politické represe, ekonomického vykofistovani
a zastrasovani obyvatelstva. Tabory, spravovane tajnou policii (NKVD, pozdeji MVD), byly rozesety po celem Sovetskem
svazu, vcetne nehostinnych oblasti jako Sibir, Kolyma Ci stepni Casti Kazachstanu. V gulazich koncili politicti vezni, ,nepratele
lidu®, ale i bézni obCané odsouzeni za drobnosti — zpozdeni do prace, kritiku rezimu, vlastnictvi nabozenskych textu. Vedle
nich zde byli cizinci, vojaci, intelektualove, rolnici odporujici kolektivizaci i prislusnici narodnostnich mensin. Podminky byly
mimoradne krute — tezka prace v mrazu, hlad, nemoci, nasili, vysoka umrtnost. Vrchol system dosahl behem Velkeho teroru
(1937-1938), kdy byly zatCeny miliony lidi. Gulagem proslo pres 18 milionu osob, z nichz miliony neprezily. Po Stalinové smrti
v roce 1953 nasledovala destalinizace a postupné ruseni systému, ktery byl oficialne ukoncen v 60. letech.

Dnes je ,gulag” symbolem statni zvule, politické represe a zneuziti moci. Zasadni sveédectvi o tomto systemu podal Alexandr
Solzenicyn v trilogii Souostrovi Gulag, jez vyznamné ovlivnila obraz sovétskeho rezimu ve svete.

Gulag (Russian: I'YJIAI, an acronym for Main Administration of Camps) refers to the system of Soviet forced labor camps
that operated from the 1930s to the 1950s. It served as a tool of political repression, economic exploitation, and social
intimidation. The camps, administered by the secret police (NKVD, later MVD), were spread throughout the Soviet Union,
including in remote and inhospitable regions such as Siberia, Kolyma, and the steppe areas of Kazakhstan. Inmates of
the Gulag included political prisoners, so-called “enemies of the people,” and ordinary citizens sentenced for minor
offenses—such as being late for work, criticizing the regime, or owning religious texts. Among them were also foreigners,
soldiers, intellectuals, peasants resisting collectivization, and members of ethnic minorities. Conditions in the camps were
extremely harsh—prisoners faced forced labor in freezing temperatures, starvation, disease, violence, and a high mortality
rate. The system reached its peak during the Great Terror (1937-1938), when millions of people were arrested. Over
18 million individuals passed through the Gulag system, and millions did not survive. After Stalin’s death in 1953, a process of
de-Stalinization began, leading to mass releases and the gradual dismantling of the camp system, which was officially ended
in the 1960s.

Today, the term “Gulag” has become a symbol of state brutality, political repression, and the abuse of power. One of the most
important accounts of this system was provided by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn in his trilogy The Gulag Archipelago, which had
a profound impact on global understanding of the Soviet regime.

Pamatnik a muzeum ALZIR nedaleko Astany oto: Erik Lukas) Domek na bfehu jezera Zalana$, v némz se pravdépodobné nachazela
ALZHIR Memorial and Museum near Astana (photo: Erik Lukas) umyvarna a parni lazen Zenského lagru ALZIR (ot $tépan Gernousek)
A small building on the shore of Lake Zhalanash, which likely served as the

washroom and steam bath of the ALZHIR women’s camp (photo $tepan Cemousek)

Cesky v zenském tabore ALZIR

Necelych 20 kilometru na zapad od hlavniho kazachstanského mesta Astany lezi méstecko Akmol, drive Malinovka. V neém se nachazel
jeden z nejvetsich Cisté zenskych taboru Gulagu v celém SSSR — Akmolinsky tabor Zen vlastizradcu (rusky Akmolinskij lager zen
izmennikov rodiny), zkracen& ALZIR. Od roku 1938 do 1953 bylo v AlZiru drzeno pfes 18 tisic Zen, jejichz manzelé byli pfedevsim
v dobe Velkéeho teroru (1937-1938) odsouzeni z politickych duvodu (a vetSinou popraveni). Jednalo se Casto o manzelky vyznamnych
cinovniku, ktere se provinily pouze tim, ze byly ,Cleny rodiny vlastizradcu®. Byly zde drzeny napriklad také matky pisniCkare Bulata
Okudzavy nebo primabaleriny Maji Plisecke.

Czech Women in the ALZHIR Women’s Camp

About 20 kilometers west of Kazakhstan’s capital, Astana, lies the town of Akmol, formerly known as Malinovka. It was the site of one of
the largest women-only Gulag camps in the entire Soviet Union — the Akmolinsk Camp for Wives of Traitors to the Motherland, commonly
abbreviated as ALZHIR. From 1938 to 1953, over 18,000 women were imprisoned in ALZHIR. Most of them were the wives of men who
had been arrested and often executed during the Great Terror (1937-1938) for alleged political crimes. These women were sentenced
not for their own actions, but simply for being “family members of traitors to the Motherland.” Many were wives of prominent public figures.
Among the prisoners were also the mothers of singer-songwriter Bulat Okudzhava and renowned ballerina Maya Plisetskaya.

Text: Stépan Cernousek, Gulag.cz
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Mezi vézenikynémi zenského lagru ALZIR byly nejméné étyfi Cesky:
Among the inmates of the ALZHIR women's camp were at least four Czech women:

Evzenie Véesnikova, roz. Nemeckova

Narodilase vroce 1897 v eské rodin& Némecka v ukrajinském Zitomiru. Jejim bratrancem byl znamy
cesky diplomat a legionarsky spisovatel Zdenek Némecek. Vdala se za bolsevického vojevudce
a prominenta Jakova Vésnika, ktery pusobil v zahranicnim obchodu a ridil stavbu nejvetsi ukrajinske
ocelarny v Krivém Rohu. Evzenie (rusky Jevgenija) se angazovala v rozvoji sovetskeho drubezarstvi
a stala u zrodu konceptu pionyrskych taboru v celém SSSR. Za to dokonce obdrzela vyznamenani
od Stalina. BEhem Cistek v roce 1937 byl jeji muz zatCen a popraven, Evzenie byla jako ,manzelka
vlastizradce” odsouzena k osmi letim vezeni.

Evzenie Vésnikova, née Nemeckova

She was born in 1897 into a Czech family named Nemecek in Zhytomyr, Ukraine. Her cousin was
the well-known Czech diplomat and legionnaire writer Zdenek Nemecek. She married Yakov Vesnik,
a prominent Bolshevik military leader who worked in foreign trade and oversaw the construction of

Evzenie Vésnikové se synem Ukraine’s largest steelworks in Kryvyi Rih. Evzenie (Russian: Yevgeniya) was actively involved In
;gzgfsngjrr:h‘;‘iigﬂ' (SLaYrG‘VIT) the development of Soviet poultry farming and played a key role in creating the concept of pioneer
EvZenie V&snikova with her son youth camps throughout the USSR. For her contributions, she was even awarded a state decoration
vevgeny, who later became by Joseph Stalin. During the purges of 1937, her husband was arrested and executed. EvZenie was

a famous Soviet actor (sourse: Gulag.cz)

sentenced to eight years in prison as the ,wife of a traitor to the Motherland.”

Gabriela Zabranska-Ravva

Gabriela Zabranska se narodila v roce 1901 v Praze. Vdala se za Samuila Ravvu, ktery pochazel z zidovske rodiny na Ukrajine
a pocatkem 20. let pravdépodobné pobyval v Ceskoslovensku. Po navratu do SSSR pracoval jako zastupce feditele velkého
zavodu na vyrobu zemedelskych stroju Rostselmas a poté jako reditel Vedeckovyzkumnéeho institutu zemedeélskych stroju
v Moskve. Gabriela pracovala jako ucetni. V roce 1937 byl Samuil Ravva zatCen, obvinen z Clenstvi v trockisticke organizaci
a jesté tehoz roku popraven. Gabriela byla na konci brezna 1938 v nepritomnosti odsouzena k osmi letum pobytu v Gulagu.

Gabriela Zabranska-Ravva

Gabriela Zabranska was born in 1901 in Prague. She married Samuil Ravva, who came from a Jewish family in Ukraine and
likely stayed in Czechoslovakia in the early 1920s. After returning to the USSR, he worked as deputy director of the major
agricultural machinery plant Rostselmash, and later as director of the Scientific Research Institute of Agricultural Machinery
iIn Moscow. Gabriela worked as an accountant. In 1937, Samuil Ravva was arrested, accused of membership in a Trotskyist
organization, and executed later that same year. At the end of March 1938, Gabriela was sentenced in absentia to eight years

in the Gulag.

Julie Haluskova

Pochazela z ceske komunity na Ukrajine. Jeji manzel Denis Halusko byl Ukrajinec, prednasel
literaturu na univerzite v Charkove. V zari 1937 byl zatCen, obvinen z kontrarevolucni cCinnosti
a ucasti v antisovetske teroristické skupine, a na Silvestra 1937 byl v Charkove popraven. Jeho

zena Julie, jako Clenka rodiny vilastizradce, stravila pet let v ALZIRu.

Julie Haluskova

Julie Haluskova came from the Czech community in Ukraine. Her husband, Denys Halusko, was
Ukrainian and lectured in literature at the university in Kharkiv. In September 1937, he was arrested,
accused of counterrevolutionary activity and involvement in an anti-Soviet terrorist group, and
executed in Kharkiv on New Year’'s Eve 1937. As the wife of a “traitor to the Motherland,” Julie was
sentenced to five years in the ALZHIR women’s camp.

zdroj: Memorial
Sourse: Memoirial

Albina Zikmundova

Albina Zikmundova se narodila v roce 1894. Pochazela z JiCina, stejne jako jeji manzel Albert Zikmund. Ten byl nadsenym
sokolem, ve Vidni absolvoval dustojnicky kurz vojenské polni gymnastiky. Po roce 1910 odesel s Albinou do carského Ruska,
kde pusobil jako rodinny ucitel. Uchytil se i po bolsevicke revoluci — stal se nacelnikem oddéeleni vysokych Skol VSeruskeho
vyboru pro télovychovu a sport pri Radé lidovych komisaru SSSR. Vfijnu 1937 byl zatCen a obvinén ze Clenstvi v kontrarevolucni
teroristické organizaci. V dubnu 1938 byl popraven a jeho zena byla odsouzena k osmi letum v Gulagu.

Albina Zikmundova

Albina Zikmundova was born in 1894. She came from Jicin, the same hometown as her husband, Albert Zikmund. A devoted
member of the Sokol movement, Albert completed a military physical training course in Vienna. After 1910, he and Albina
moved to Tsarist Russia, where he worked as a private tutor. He remained active after the Bolshevik Revolution and became
head of the higher education department of the All-Russian Committee for Physical Culture and Sports under the Council of
People's Commissars of the USSR. In October 1937, Albert was arrested and accused of membership in a counterrevolutionary
terrorist organization. In April 1938, he was executed, and his wife was sentenced to eight years in the Gulag.

Text: Stépan Cernousek, Gulag.cz
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Ceské stopy v Karlagu a Stéplagu

Podle dostupnych udajd z Ruského statniho archivu bylo v roce 1938 mezi vice nez 30 tisici vézni Karlagu také p&t Cechd. Diky
otevienému pristupu do ukrajinskych archivi mame informace o vice nez 130 zenach a muzich z Podkarpatské Rusi (ktera byla pred
valkou soudasti Ceskoslovenska a jednalo se tedy o Seskoslovenské ob&any), ktefi byli v letech 1940—-1941 poslani do kazasskych
taboru (predevsim do Karlagu) za nelegalni prechod sovétské hranice. Ve skute€nosti jen utikali pred madarskymi faSisty a v SSSR
chtéli najit utodidté. Muzeum Karlagu v Dolince poskytlo informace o 12 Cesich perzekvovanych pfimo v Karagandé v letech 1937—
1941. Osm dostalo vetsinou od 5 do 10 let v taborech Gulagu (nemuseli nutne skoncCit v Karlagu) a ctyri byli popraveni (Frantisek
Odehnal, Alois Bajnar, Rudolf Minich a Josef Matustik). Vsichni byli pozdeji rehabilitovani. Nektefi z nich byli pravdepodobné puvodné
pracovnici doll v Ceskoslovensku, v Kladné &i v Ostravé, ktefi pfisli za hospodafské krize o praci a nasdli ji v Sovétském svazu v dolech
v Karagande. Za vSechny muzeme zminit osud Rudolfa Novaka, narozeneho v Kladné v roce 1885. Ten byl odsouzen celkem trikrat
k pobytu v gulagu — poprvé v Karagande v roce 1937 po obvinéni z prumyslové Spionaze. Po odpykani peti let trestu byl znovu odsouzen
na pet let v roce 1944 za udajnou spionaz a po propusteni v roce 1949 byl znovu zatCen a odsouzen potreti, tentokrat za pomluvy
sovetskeho zrizeni na deset let. V roce 1993 byl Generalni prokuraturou Republiky Kazachstan rehabilitovan.

Czech Traces in Karlag and Steplag

According to available data from the Russian State Archive, in 1938 there were five Czechs among the more than 30,000 prisoners
iIn Karlag. Thanks to open access to Ukrainian archives, we have information on more than 130 women and men from Subcarpathian
Rus (which was part of Czechoslovakia before the war and thus they were Czechoslovak citizens) who were sent to Kazakh camps
(mainly Karlag) in 1940-1941 for illegally crossing the Soviet border. In reality, they were merely fleeing Hungarian fascists and sought
refuge in the USSR. The Karlag Museum in Dolinka provided information about 12 Czechs persecuted directly in Karaganda between
1937 and 1941. Eight of them were sentenced to between five and ten years in Gulag camps (not necessarily Karlag), and four were
executed (Frantisek Odehnal, Alois Bajnar, Rudolf Minich, and Josef Matustik). All of them were later rehabilitated. Some of them were
probably originally miners from Czechoslovakia, from Kladno or Ostrava, who lost their jobs during the economic crisis and found work
in the Soviet Union in the mines of Karaganda. Among them, we can mention the case of Rudolf Novak, born in Kladno in 1885. He was
sentenced to Gulag imprisonment three times — first in Karaganda in 1937 after being accused of industrial espionage. After serving
five years, he was again sentenced to five years in 1944 for alleged espionage, and after his release in 1949, he was arrested a third
time and sentenced to ten years for slandering the Soviet regime. In 1993, he was rehabilitated by the General Prosecutor’s Office of
the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Pozustatky jednoho z taboru Sté&plagu u mésta Zezkazgan (droj: Guiag.cz) Pozustatky zdi oddé&lujici muZskou a Zenskou zdnu v tabore Stépkag u Zezkazganu.
Remains of one of the Steplag camps near the city of Zhezkazgan (sourse: Gulag.cz) foto $tépan Gemousek
Remains of the wall separating the male and female zones in the Steplag

camp near Zhezkazgan.
photo by Stépan Cernousek

Na uzemi Kazachstanu se nachazely celkem cCtyri takzvane ,zvlastni tabory” (osobyj lager) Gulagu, zrizeneé v roce 1948 pro
,0bzvlast nebezpecné” vezne odsouzené vyhradné z politickych duvodu — Stepni, PesCanyj, Lugovoj a Dalnyj. Sdruzeni Gulag.
cz behem expedice v listopadu 2021 zmapovalo mnohé dochované pozustatky Stepniho tabora — tzv. Stéplagu — v okoli mésta
Zezkazgan. Mezi vézni t&chto tabort byli z velké &asti pfisludnici protisovétského odboje ze zapadni Ukrajiny &i z Pobalti,
pripadné sovétsti vojaci, kteri predtim padli do némeckého zajeti. Podle udaju z Ruského statniho archivu bylo zacatkem roku
1953 v t&chto &tyFech tdborech drZzeno celkem 34 Cech(l. Ve Stéplagu podle t&chto udajlil bylo 18 ob&ant Ceskoslovenska
a 31 osob tam bylo v&znéno za udajnou 3pionaZ ve prospéch Ceskoslovenska. V tabofe Peséanyj bylo drzeno dokonce
31 ob&anu Ceskoslovenska a v Lugovém pak sedm. BohuZel, konkrétni jména a osudy t&chto osob zatim znamé nejsou.

There were a total of four so-called ,special camps” of the Gulag located on the territory of Kazakhstan, established in 1948
for ,especially dangerous” prisoners convicted exclusively for political reasons — Stepnoy, Peschanyi, Lugovoy, and Dalny.
Gulag.cz, during an expedition in November 2021, documented many preserved remains of the Stepnoy camp — known as
Steplag — in the area around the city of Zhezkazgan. Among the prisoners of these camps were largely members of the anti-
Soviet resistance from Western Ukraine or the Baltic states, as well as Soviet soldiers who had previously fallen into German
captivity. According to data from the Russian State Archive, at the beginning of 1953, a total of 34 Czechs were held in these
four camps. In Steplag, according to these records, there were 18 Czechoslovak citizens, and 31 individuals were imprisoned
there for alleged espionage in favor of Czechoslovakia. In the Peschanyi camp, as many as 31 Czechoslovak citizens were
held, and in Lugovoy, seven. Unfortunately, the specific names and fates of these individuals are not yet known.

Text: Stdpan Cernousek, Gulag.cz
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Ceska pamét’ ve Spassku

Unikatnim mistem pripominky obeti represi v sovetskem Kazachstanu je memorialni komplex u mesta Spassk nedaleko Karagandy.
Ve 30. letech zde byla detska kolonie Gulagu, pozdgji zvlastni oddeleni Karlagu ,,pro rodinné pfislusniky vlastizradcu®. V Cervenci 1941
zde pak vznikl tabor pro valeCné zajatce a internované osoby. Taborem Spassk proslo za valky vice nez 66 000 valeCnych zajatcu
a internovanych osob vice nez 40 narodnosti. Byly mezinimiizeny a deti. Z celkového poctu bylo podle udaju z Karagandskeho statniho
archivu 6eské narodnosti 518 valeénych zajatcd a 21 internovanych osob. Podle Gdajl archivu v Karagandé zde sto Cechoslovakii
zemrelo (jejich umrtnost byla dvojnasobna oproti celkovemu prumeéru). Jsou mezi 5 125 valeCnymi zajatci pochovanymi na hrbitove
ve Spassku. Mezi zemrelymi jsou dle archivnich udaju ze Statniho archivu v Karagandé napriklad:

Czech Memory in Spassk

A unigque site commemorating the victims of repression in Soviet Kazakhstan is the memorial complex near the town of Spassk, not
far from Karaganda. In the 1930s, a children’s colony of the Gulag was located here, later transformed into a special department of
Karlag “for family members of traitors to the homeland.” In July 1941, a camp for prisoners of war and interned persons was established
at the site. During the war, more than 66,000 prisoners of war and interned persons of over 40 nationalities passed through the Spassk
camp. Among them were also women and children. According to data from the Karaganda State Archive, there were 518 prisoners of
war and 21 interned persons of Czech nationality. According to the same archive, one hundred Czechoslovaks died in the camp (their
mortality rate was twice the overall average). They are among the 5,125 prisoners of war buried at the cemetery in Spassk. Among
the deceased, according to archival records from the State Archive in Karaganda, were for example:

* Anna Kreuzova, nar. 1909, zemrela 5. ledna 1946, diagnoza: dystrofie, pohrbena na taborovem hrbitove taboroveho oddeleni C. 1

* Anna Kreuzova, born 1909, died on January 5, 1946, cause of death: dystrophy, buried at the camp cemetery of Camp Division No. 1
* Novotny Jaroslav, nar. 1920, zemrel 22. Cervence 1945, diagndza dystrofie, pohrben na hrbitove taboroveho oddeleni C. 1;

» Jaroslav Novotny, born 1920, died on July 22, 1945, cause of death: dystrophy, buried at the camp cemetery of Camp Division No. 1
* Orlik Josef, nar. 1899, zemrel 8. srpna 1945, je pohrben na hrbitove taboroveho oddeleni C. 16.

« Josef Orlik, born 1899, died on August 8, 1945, buried at the camp cemetery of Camp Division No. 16

Po roce 1948 se tabor znovu stal soucasti systemu Gulagu. Jednim z tech, kdo ve 50. letech prosli Spasskem, kdy zde fungoval
tabor pro invalidni vézné, byl i Slovak lvan Kovac (puvodem z Podkarpatske Rusi), ktery se v kazasskych taborech setkal a spratelil
s Alexandrem Solzenicynem. Stal se mozna i jednim z predobrazu svetozname Solzenicynovy novely Jeden den Ivana Dénisovice.
Na mistnim hrbitoveé jsou pohrbeni jak vezni Gulagu, tak i obéti z rad valeCnych zajatcu a internovanych osob. Od roku 1994 zde
bylo postaveno jiz 30 pamatniku jednotlivych statu Ci narodu, ktereé si spolecné pripominaji pamatku valeCnych zajatcu, obéti Gulagu,
deportovanych narodu Ci obecné vsech obéti politickych represi. Nachazi se zde i Cesky a slovensky pamatnik, podle vSeho se jedna
o jediné obdobné pamatniky obétem sovétskych represi ¢eskych a slovenskych obCanu na uzemi byvalého Sovétskeho svazu.
Slovensky pamatnik byl vztyCen v roce 2012 a Cesky pribyl v roce 2018 z iniciativy Ceskeho velvyslanectvi.

After 1948, the camp once again became part of the Gulag system. One of those who passed through Spassk in the 1950s, when
it served as a camp for disabled prisoners, was Slovak Ivan Kovac (originally from Subcarpathian Rus), who met and befriended
Alexander Solzhenitsyn in the Kazakh camps. He may have even become one of the inspirations for Solzhenitsyn’'s world-famous
novella One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich. At the local cemetery, both Gulag prisoners and victims among prisoners of war and
internees are buried. Since 1994, thirty memorials have been erected here by various countries and nations, jointly honoring the
memory of prisoners of war, Gulag victims, deported peoples, and, more broadly, all victims of political repression. There are also
Czech and Slovak memorials at the site, which appear to be the only such monuments dedicated to the victims of Soviet repression
from among Czech and Slovak citizens on the territory of the former Soviet Union. The Slovak memorial was erected in 2012, and
the Czech one was added in 2018 at the initiative of the Czech Embassy.

lvan Kovac po propusténi z gulagu s manzelkou Cecilii, Odhaleni Ceskeho pamatniku v memorialnim komplexu ve Spassku v roce 2018
ktera tez prosla sovetskymi lagry ve Vorkute. (zdroj: Peter Juscak) - _ _ EHER ST CEEES

photo: Stépan Cernusek

who also survived Soviet labor camps in Vorkuta. (source: Peter Juszak)

Text: Stépan Cernousek, Gulag.cz
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