CESTI OSADNICI V KAZACHSTANU

CZECH SETTLERS IN KAZAKHSTAN
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Na uzemi dnesniho Kazachstanu se prvni cesti osadnici dostali jiz pred prvni svetovou valkou, kdy se sem pristehovaly prvni rodiny
Zz Besarabie, Povolzi a také z uzemi jizni Ukrajiny.

The first Czech settlers arrived in the territory of present-day Kazakhstan even before the First World War, when families from
Bessarabia, the Volga region, and southern Ukraine moved to the area.
Cesi mifi do Ruska

V druhé polovine 19. stoleti, kdy v Ceskych zemich stale narustal pocCet
obyvatel a ubyvalo vhodné zemédelske pudy, to vedlo celou fadu
obyvatel k migraci nejen v ramci Rakousko-Uherske monarchie, ale
predevsimdo USA. PovypuknutiobCanske valky v USA, ktera probihala
mezi lety 1861-18695, se tento smer migrace alespon docasne zmenil

— a to 1 znacnou merou — smerem do tehdejsiho Carskeho Ruska, kde
se po zruseni nevolnictvi v roce 1861 vytvorily prinodnejsi podminky

| pro zahraniCni migraci. Hlavni migracni proud tehdy sméroval do
Volynske gubernie, ale také do cernozemnich oblasti jizni Ukrajiny
nebo na Kavkaz. Dalsi Ceske rodiny se take vypravily na krymsky
poloostrov, kde po skonceni krymske valky (1853—1856) byl nedostatek
pracovni sily, a to predevSim z duvodu vystéhovani Tatarg z tohoto
uzevm I‘: Jelll kOZ zeomedGISke pOdmmk¥ Zdeonebyly nejlepSI’_CeSI Zaga“ Cesti obyvatelé obce Boratin na Volyni, podle niZ byla pojmenovana i stejnojmenna
o prideleni jine pudy. Tak se mnoho Cechu dostalo do Melitopolskeho obec v Akmolinském rajoné v dnednim Kazachstanu. (zrj: pamet nérode)
L]jeZdU, kde zalozili vesnici Cechohrad. Migrace vSak pokrac“:ovala Czech inhabitants ofthelvillage of Borjat_l'n ip Volhynia, after which a namesake village
_ o _ . e o e in the Akmola District of present-day Kazakhstan was named.
| v dalsich letech, at uz vnitrni, tak | prichodem dalsich osadniku (Source: Pamet naroda (Memory of Nations)
z Cech. Hlad po ptdé& byl velky, a tak se zahy zadali ¢esti osadnici

poohlizet | po dalsich vhodnych oblastech. Nekteri se vydali na upati Severniho Kavkazu, kde jiz krajané zalozili nekolik osad,
jini se st&hovali do Povolzi — k Samare. Zatatkem 80. let 19. stoleti se Cesi dostali také do dnedni Moldavie. Tehdy nékolik rodin
z Cechohradu zakoupilo od velkostatkafe Romané&nka v Besarabii u Kahulu plidu, kde zaloZili obec Novohrad, ktera existuje dodne

s. PocCet Ceskych kolonistu v celé Ruské fisi nebyl nikterak zanedbatelny — do vypuknuti prvni svetove valky dosahl jejich pocet
100 tisic osob.

Czechs Head to Russia

In the second half of the 19th century, as the population in the Czech lands continued to grow and suitable agricultural land became
iIncreasingly scarce, many people chose to migrate — not only within the Austro-Hungarian Empire but especially to the United States.
However, after the outbreak of the American Civil War (1861-18695), this migration flow temporarily shifted, in large part, toward the
Russian Empire. Following the abolition of serfdom in 1861, conditions in Russia became more favorable for foreign settlers. The
main wave of Czech migration was directed toward the Volhynian Governorate, but also into the fertile black soil regions of southern
Ukraine and the Caucasus. Other Czech families ventured to the Crimean Peninsula, where, after the Crimean War (1853—1856),
there was a significant shortage of labor due to the expulsion of the local Tatar population. Because the agricultural conditions there
were far from ideal, Czechs requested reassignment to other land. Many of them were relocated to the Melitopol district, where
they established the village of Cehohrad. Migration continued in the following years, both internally and with the arrival of additional
settlers from the Czech lands. Driven by the need for land, Czechs began seeking new suitable areas. Some moved to the foothills
of the North Caucasus, where Czech communities had already founded several villages; others settled near Samara in the Volga
region. In the early 1880s, Czech settlers also arrived in what is now Moldova. At that time, several families from Cehohrad bought
land from a landowner named Romanenko near Cahul in Bessarabia, where they founded the village of Novohrad, which still exists
today. By the outbreak of the First World War, the number of Czech colonists in the Russian Empire had grown to around 100,000,
making them a significant ethnic presence.

Kazasské nekonecné stepi

Trend osidlovani obrovskeho uzemi Ruske rise pokracoval | pocatkem 20. stoleti. Tou dobou se vsak jednalo spise o vzdalene
a neprilis hostinne oblasti Sibire, ale take o uzemi soucasného severniho Kazachstanu. Uzemi dnedniho Kazachstanu si Rusové
podmanovali postupné v prubéhu 19. stoleti. Migrace slovanského obyvatelstva — pfevazné Rusu a Ukrajincu — v severnich oblastech
nabirala masoveho tempa na prelomu 19. a 20. stoleti. Jen v obdobi dvou dekad (1897-1916) dosahl poCet migrantu do Kazachstanu
1,3 milionu osob. Do tohoto obdobi, tzv. Stolypinskych agrarnich reforem (1906—1912), spada i pfichod Cechud na tzemi dnedniho
Kazachstanu. Cesi zde zaloZili minimalné& dvé ryze deské vesnice. Prvni nam znama obec Borjatin byla zaloZena v roce 1907
v Akmolinském obvodu Cechy od Samary. LeZela u Zelezniéni trati mezi Petropavlovskem a Karagandou (cca 100 km od souéasného
hlavniho mésta Astany). Osada se z duvodu nevhodnych klimatickych podminek postupnée vylidiiovala, az definitivhé zanikla nekdy
v prubéhu 60. Ci 70. let 20. stoleti. DalSi ¢eska osada, nazvana Borodinovka, vznikla ve stepich severozapadniho Kazachstanu,
priblizné 100 km vzdusnou cCarou od hranic se soucasnou Ruskou federaci.

Kazakh Endless Steppes

The trend of settling vast territories of the Russian Empire continued into the early 20th century. At that time, however, it was primarily
the distant and often inhospitable regions of Siberia and what is now northern Kazakhstan that were being colonized. The territory of
present-day Kazakhstan had gradually come under Russian control throughout the 19th century. The migration of Slavic populations
— mainly Russians and Ukrainians — into the northern regions intensified significantly at the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries.
Between 1897 and 1916 alone, Kazakhstan received approximately 1.3 million migrants. It was during this period, specifically under
the Stolypin agrarian reforms (1906—-1912), that Czechs also arrived in what is now Kazakhstan. At least two distinctly Czech villages
were established. The first known settlement, Borjatin, was founded in 1907 in the Akmolinsk District by Czechs from the Samara
region. It was located along the railway line between Petropavlovsk and Karaganda, about 100 km from today’s capital, Astana. Due
to unfavorable climatic conditions, the settlement gradually became depopulated and was eventually abandoned sometime during the
1960s or 1970s. Another Czech settlement, Borodinovka, was founded in the steppes of northwestern Kazakhstan, approximately
100 km by air from the current border with the Russian Federation.
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Rodina Privrackych patfila k prvnim obyvatelum Borodinovky. Franz Privracky byl jednim z prvnich, kteri byli pohrbeni na
Franz Privracky starsi (otec valeCného hrdiny Privrackeho) krestanskem hrbitove v Borodinovce
na fotografii uprostred se svou prvni zenou > . : (foto: Erik Lukas)
(foto: Antonin Pivracky) Franz Privracky was one of the first to be buried in the
The Privracky family was among the first settlers of Christian cemetery in Borodinovka
Borodinovka. Franz Privracky Sr. (father of the war hero (EhcicaEuigsic)

Privracky) in the center of the photograph with his first wife.
(photo: Antonin PFivracky)

Borodinovka — kus Cech uprostied stepi

Borodinovka, (od roku 2000 Shygyrly), je dnes z vetsi Casti vybydlena osada, ktera se | nadale vyrazne vymyka svemu okoli.
Uprostred nekonecne stepi, v malém udoli, je obklopena vzrostlymi stromy, lesikem a rozlehlym ovocnym sadem. Mistni domky
s predzahradkami a ovocnymi stromy nejsou pro kazasske vesnice typické — jde o pozustatek po Ceskych obyvatelich, kteri se
na prelomu tisicileti vratili do zemé svych predku. Podle vzpominek starousedliku Ize vznik ceské vesnice Borodinovka, lezici
asi 120 km jizne od Aktobe (do roku 1999 Aktjubinsk), datovat na 9. Ccervna 1911. Prave tehdy sem dorazily prvni Ctyri rodiny
z Besarabie. O moznosti ziskani pudy v kazaSské stepi se udajne dozvédély z novin. Po cesté dlouhé pres 3 000 km se prihlasily
v Aktjubinsku u presidlovaciho uradu, odkud s carskym urednikem vyrazily vybrat misto osidleni. Vybraly lokalitu oznacenou jako
ucastok C. 28 — plochu u potoka a tri jezirek s dvema kamennymi studnemi. Prvni zklamani z mista uprostred stepi rychle vystridala
tvrda prace — bylo treba zorat pole a do zimy postavit proste obydli — zemljanky. V prvnim roce zajistily zakladni potreby ruske
urady: osivo, potraviny, stavebni material | financni podporu dodaval osidlovaci urad v Temiru. Material byl ale vzacny — prkna
se musela dovazet az z jizniho Uralu, nebot v Sirokem okoli nebyli zadne lesy. Osadnici, zvykli na cernomorské klima, nebyli na
tamni drsnou zimu pripraveni. Podle pamétniku je pred umrznutim zachranili mistni Kazasi z blizkého aulu (vesnice). Vzajemne
vztahy s domorodci byly od podatku bezproblémové. Tii roky po pfichodu Cecht vypukla prvni svétova valka, ktera uz tak naroéné
podminky dale zhorsila. V roce 1916 dorazil od pribuznych krajanu z USA vagon s potravinami, roku 1922 prisla pomoc i z nove
vzniklého Ceskoslovenska — potraviny i zemé&délské stroje. O Zivot& komunity v mezivaleéném obdobi vime malo, ale nap¥. zprava
z MZV CSR z roku 1924 hovofi o obdobi hladu zplisobeného suchem a najezdy kobylek.

Borodinovka — A Piece of the Czech Lands in the Heart of the Steppe

Borodinovka (renamed Shygyrly in 2000) is today a largely abandoned settlement that still stands out significantly from its
surroundings. In the middle of the endless steppe, nestled in a small valley, it is surrounded by tall trees, a small forest, and a vast
orchard. The local houses with front gardens and fruit trees are not typical of Kazakh villages — they are remnants of the Czech
inhabitants who returned to the land of their ancestors around the turn of the millennium. According to the memories of long-
time residents, the founding of the Czech village Borodinovka, located about 120 km south of Aktobe (known as Aktyubinsk until
1999), dates back to June 9, 1911. On that day, the first four families from Bessarabia arrived. They had apparently learned from
a newspaper about the opportunity to acquire land in the Kazakh steppe. After traveling over 3,000 kilometers, they registered with
the resettlement office in Aktyubinsk, from where they set out with a Tsarist official to choose a settlement site. They selected an
area marked as Plot No. 28 — a spot near a stream and three small lakes with two stone wells. Their initial disappointment at the
remote steppe location was soon replaced by hard work — they had to plow fields and build simple dwellings called zemlyankas
before winter. During the first year, basic needs were provided by Russian authorities: seeds, food, building materials, and financial
support were delivered by the resettlement office in Temir. But material was scarce — boards had to be brought from the southern
Urals, as there were no forests in the area. The settlers, accustomed to the Black Sea climate, were unprepared for the harsh local
winter. According to eyewitnesses, they were saved from freezing by local Kazakhs from a nearby aul (village). Relations with the
native population were amicable from the start. Three years after the arrival of the Czechs, World War | broke out, making already
difficult living conditions even worse. In 1916, a wagon of food supplies sent by fellow countrymen from the USA arrived. In 1922,
ald also came from the newly established Czechoslovakia — including food and agricultural machinery. Little is known about life
In the interwar period, but a 1924 report from the Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs speaks of a famine caused by drought
and locust invasions.
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Vesnici Shygyrly protina ze severu na jih Centalni ulice v délce pres 2 km — zima 2025 Chatrajici pamatnik padlych v obci Shygyrly pred mistni
(foto: Erik Lukas) Skolou — |éto 2024 (foto: Erik Lukas)
The village of Shygyrly is intersected from north to south by Central Street, which stretches A decaying war memorial in the village of Shygyrly, located
over 2 kilometers — winter 2025 (photo: Erik Lukas) in front of the local school — summer 2024 (photo: Erik Lukas)

Od kolektivizace po navrat domu

Po zklidneni situace ve druhé polovine 20. let 20. stoleti, kdy se koneCne zdalo, ze nejhorsi utrapy maji krajané za sebou, prislo dalsi
tezke obdobi — kolektivizace ve 30. letech a nasledne stalinske represe. V tomto obdobi sovetsky rezim zalozil v obci kolchoz Druzba,
do nehoz byli nuceni vstoupit vsichni mistni hospodari, ktery postupne zamestnal temer vsechny obyvatele obce. V roce 1940, po
Stalinové zaboru vychodniho Polska, bylo z této &asti Volyné vysidleno asi 2000 Cechtl do severniho Kazachstanu. V roce 1941 pfislo
do Borodinovky nekolik dalsich pribuznych ceskych rodin, nasilné deportovanych ze Sovety anektované Besarabie. Po napadeni
Sovetskeho svazu nacistickym Nemeckem v témze roce se Cesti obyvatelé Borodinovky zapojili do boju — jak v radach Rudée armady,
tak 1 jako soucCast ceskoslovenského armadniho sboru v SSSR. Po utrapach Velké vlastenecke valky se situace postupne stabilizovala
a obec zaZila obdobi nejvétdiho rozvoje. V Borodinovce fungoval obchod, jedendctileta Skola, kulturni klub, posta i poliklinika. Cesi
v Borodinovce tvorili zaklad krajanské komunity v Kazachstanu, a prestoze rada krajanu zila i mimo tuto obec, Borodinovka zustavala
jejim symbolickym centrem az do zaniku cele komunity. Hlavni viny migrace z Borodinovky do okolnich mest probihaly predevsim od 60.
let 20. stoleti a byly motivovany zejména potrebou vzdelani a pracovnich prilezitosti. Vyznamna cast Ceske komunity se tak presunula
do oblastniho mésta Aktjubinsku, dalsi krajané se usadili napfiklad v Témiru, Pereljubovce, & Subarkuduku. Situace se zagala ménit
s nastupem Gorbadovovy perestrojky a zejména po rozpadu Sovétského svazu. Cesi, ktefi do té doby Zili jako pfisludnici slovanského
etnika ve spolecném sovetskem prostoru s mocenskym centrem v Moskve, se v nove vzniklem nezavislem state nahle ocitli v postaveni
narodnostni mensiny — cizincu v zemi, ktera si po staletich zaCala formovat vlastni kulturni a narodni identitu, zalozenou na svebytnée
historii. Kolaps kolektivniho hospodarstvi, rozpad statnich struktur, vsudypritomna kriminalita a celkova nestabilita v regionu vnesly do
spolecnosti hlubokou nejistotu a obavy z budoucnosti. V dusledku toho zacala masova migrace nekazaSskeho obyvatelstva do zemi
jejich pavodu — Gasto za podpory cilovych statt. Néktefi Cesi se nejprve stéhovali do nedalekého Ruska a po umoznéni piesidleni se
mezi lety 1994—2007 postupné vraceli do Ceské republiky za podpory organizace Clovék v tisni a Ministerstva vnitra Ceské republiky.
Celkem se do zemé svych predku vratilo priblizne 900 osob, nékolik desitek obyvatel s Ceskymi koreny vSak v Kazachstanu zustava
dodnes.

From Collectivization to the Return Home

After the situation calmed down in the second half of the 1920s and it finally seemed that the worst hardships were behind them, another
difficult period began — the collectivization of the 1930s followed by Stalinist repressions. During this time, the Soviet regime established
the Druzhba kolkhoz in the village, into which all local farmers were forced to enter. Over time, it employed almost all the inhabitants of
the village. In 1940, after Stalin’'s annexation of eastern Poland, about 2,000 Czechs were resettled from this part of Volhynia to northern
Kazakhstan. In 1941, several more relatives of Czech families, who had been forcibly deported from Soviet-annexed Bessarabia,
arrived in Borodinovka. Following Nazi Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union later that same year, the Czech residents of Borodinovka
took part in the fighting — both in the ranks of the Red Army and as part of the Czechoslovak military corps in the USSR. After the
hardships of the Great Patriotic War, the situation gradually stabilized, and the village experienced a period of its greatest development.
Borodinovka had a store, an eleven-year school, a cultural club, post office and a clinic. The Czechs in Borodinovka formed the core
of the Czech expatriate community in Kazakhstan, and although many lived outside the village, Borodinovka remained its symbolic
center until the community eventually disappeared. The main waves of migration from Borodinovka to surrounding towns took place
primarily from the 1960s onward and were driven mainly by the pursuit of education and job opportunities. A significant part of the Czech
community moved to the regional city of Aktyubinsk, while others settled in places such as Temir, Perelyubovka, and Shubarkuduk.
The situation began to change with the onset of Gorbachev's perestroika and especially after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Czechs,
who until then had lived as members of a Slavic ethnic group within the shared Soviet space with its power center in Moscow, suddenly
found themselves in the position of a national minority — foreigners in a newly independent country that, after centuries, had started to
shape its own cultural and national identity based on a distinct history. The collapse of collective economy, the disintegration of state
structures, pervasive crime, and overall regional instability brought widespread uncertainty and fear for the future. As a result, mass
migration of non-Kazakh residents began, often supported by the destination countries. Some Czechs first moved to nearby Russia,
and between 1994 and 2007 gradually returned to the Czech Republic with the assistance of the NGO People in Need and the Ministry
of the Interior of the Czech Republic. Approximately 900 people returned to the land of their ancestors, although several dozen people
of Czech descent remain in Kazakhstan to this day.

Text: Erik Lukas, MDH
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