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Ceskoslovenské primyslové druZstvo Interhelpo vzniklo 1. kvétna 1923 v reakci na vyzvu
Kominterny (mezinarodni organizace se sidlem v Moskve, ktera sdruzovala proletarske
delnické hnuti z celého svéeta), jejimz cilem bylo zapojit délniky z prumyslove rozvinutych
zemi do budovani Sovétského svazu. DruZstvo bylo v Ceskoslovensku registrovano jako
Jnterhelpo, vSeobecné vyrobni a spotiebitelské druZstvo v Ziling*“. Clenové druZstva
verili, ze se jejich jazykem v nové vlasti stane jazyk Ido (reformovane esperanto). V praxi
vsak pouzivali smés Ida a vsSech jazyku druzstevniku (Cestina, slovenstina, nemcina,
madarstina, rusinstina), ale také mistnich jazyku (rustina, kyrgyzsStina, uzbectina aj.).
V letech 1925—-1932 vycestovalo ve &tyfech transportech ze Ziliny a Brna celkem 1 078 osob.

The Czechoslovak industrial cooperative Interhelpo was founded on May 1, 1923, in response
to a call from the Comintern (an international organization based in Moscow that brought

Vyznam slova Interhelpo je vzajemnéa pomoc together proletarian labor movements from around the world). Its goal was to involve workers
a vychazi z jazyka ldo : C : : croae : : : _

The name “Inierhelpo? means “mutual from industrialized countries in the building of the Soviet Union. The cooperative was officially
assistance” and originates from the Ido registered in Czechoslovakia as “Interhelpo, General Production and Consumer Cooperative

language.

in Zilina.” Its members believed that their common language in the new homeland would be
ldo (a reformed version of Esperanto). In practice, however, they used a mix of ldo and the
languages of the members themselves—Czech, Slovak, German, Hungarian, and Rusyn—as
well as local languages such as Russian, Kyrgyz, and Uzbek. Between 1925 and 1932, a total of 1,078 people departed in four
transport groups from Zilina and Brno.

Ceskoslovenska republika v hranicich mezi
lety 1920 — 1938
Czechoslovakia in its 1920-1938 borders

o
“"'_;,

Rudolf Marecek a SSSR

Zakladatelem Interhelpa byl Rudolf Marecek, stoupenec komunismu
a internacionalismu, ktery behem prvni svetove valky odmitl nastoupit sluzbu
v rakousko-uherské armade, protoze nechtel bojovat (stejne jako mnoho
jinych Cechu) proti bratrskym slovanskym narodtim. Proto se v roce 1916
rozhod| uprchnout spolu se svou manzelkou a dvéeéma detmi do Ruska. Ve
stredni Asii se behem obcCanske valky aktivhe zapojil do bolsevickeho
hnuti a podilel se na upevnovani sovetske moci. Po svem navratu do
nové vzniklého Ceskoslovenska v roce 1921 vedl jak samotny nabor
Clenu do druzstva, tak i jednani se sovétskou stranou. Sovétsky svaz,
ideove lakal zahranicni kvalifikované delniky a odborniky z celeho sveta
k budovani nové beztfidni spoleénosti. Z Ceskoslovenska kromé Interhelpa
odjelo néekolik dalSich prumyslovych druzstev jako napr. Pragomasina,

.
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Kladenska komuna, Slovacka komuna & Reflektor (ke kterému se pfidal & s 4 s

| Rudolf MarecCek). Potrebnym kapitalem pro vstup do druzstva bylo : e y ,

3 000 korun a dal$ich 2 000 korun na cestu za kazdého &lena, coz v tehdejsich O e e S o B e e
cenach casto predstavovalo pro nemajetne delniky cely majetek. Z techto Rudolf Marecek (marked with a cross) bidding farewell to the first

transport at the railway station in Zilina

prostfedkll byly v Ceskoslovensku zakoupeny stroje a vybaveni pro prvni
prumyslove dilny.

Rudolf Marecek and the USSR

The founder of Interhelpo was Rudolf Marecek, a supporter of communism and internationalism. During World War |, he
refused to serve in the Austro-Hungarian army, as he did not want to fight—Ilike many other Czechs—against fellow Slavic
nations. In 1916, he decided to flee to Russia together with his wife and two children. In Central Asia during the civil war,
he actively joined the Bolshevik movement and contributed to the consolidation of Soviet power. After returning to the newly
established Czechoslovakia in 1921, he led both the recruitment of members for the cooperative and negotiations with
the Soviet side. The Soviet Union ideologically attracted skilled foreign workers and specialists from around the world
to help build a new classless society. In addition to Interhelpo, several other industrial cooperatives left Czechoslovakia,
such as Pragomasina, the Kladno Commune, the Slovacko Commune, and Reflektor (which Rudolf Marecek later joined).
The required capital to join the cooperative was 3,000 crowns, plus an additional 2,000 crowns for travel per member.
At the time, this often represented the entire savings of working-class families. These funds were used in Czechoslovakia
to purchase machinery and equipment for the first industrial workshops.
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Tezkeé zacatky na konci sveta

Po temer mesicni namahavée ceste dorazil 24. dubna 1925 transport
s prvnimi 303 osadniky do konecne stanice v Pispeku — tehdy zcela
zaostalého provincniho mestecka s priblizne 15 tisici obyvateli a jen nekolika
zdenymi budovami. Zde byly druzstvu sovetskou vladou prideleny pozemky
v blizkosti nedavno dokoncene Zzeleznice. V nehostinnych kyrgyzskych
stepich s extremnim klimatem se pres znacne stradani a obtize podarilo
druzstvu postupne vybudovat celou novou, moderni ctvrt evropskéeho razu.
Behem nekolika let zde druzstevnici postavili cihelnu, kozeluznu, textilni
tovarnu, strojirnu, truhlarnu, elektrarnu, tavirnu, pilu, ale take skolu, klub, 178
bytovych jednotek, parky a mnoho dalsiho. V roce 1928 se druzstvo poprve
dostalo do zisku (predevsim zasluhou textilni tovarny) a zacalo pravidelnée

Prvni vyrobny Interhelpa vznikaly bezprostfedné po pfijezdu do vyplacet mzdy. Problemy, zejména v prvnich letech, vsak zpusobily, ze
PiSkeku pod korunami stromu P MgV ¢ 0 . : o 7 : :
The first Interhelno workshops were set up right after teme’r cvi\{e tretiny puvodnich mtqhelpovcu druz§t\v/o opystlly.’ Na ’koncol
arrival in Pishpek, beneath the trees. prvni petiletky se Interhelpo stalo jednim z nejsilnejsich vyrobnich zavodu

Kyrgyzské SSR a v roce 1934 se podilelo az 20 % na prumyslove vyrobé

Kyrgyzstanu. Ve 30. letech vsak sovetska vlada nektere cCleny uveznila
a vedeni prevzali sovetsti funkcionari. Druzstvo bylo postupne znarodneno, Clenove prisli o sve vlastnicke podily a pokud
chteli zustat, museli nejpozdeji v roce 1938 prijmout sovetské obCanstvi. Nekteri se stali obétmi stalinskych perzekuci,
jini odesli do jinych &asti SSSR, nebo se vratili do Ceskoslovenska.

Harsh Beginnings at the Edge of the World

After nearly a month-long and arduous journey, the first transport carrying 303 settlers arrived on April 24, 1925, at its final
destination in Pishpek—then a remote and underdeveloped provincial town with approximately 15,000 inhabitants and only
a few brick buildings. There, the Soviet government allocated land to the cooperative near a recently completed railway.
In the harsh Kyrgyz steppes, with its extreme climate, the cooperative gradually managed—despite significant hardship—to build
an entirely new and modern district of a European character. Within just a few years, its members constructed a brickworks,
tannery, textile factory, engineering workshop, carpentry shop, power plant, foundry, sawmill, as well as a school, a club,
178 housing units, parks, and much more. In 1928, the cooperative achieved profitability for the first time (primarily thanks to
the textile factory) and began paying regular wages. However, difficulties—especially in the early years—Iled nearly two-thirds of
the original members to leave the cooperative. By the end of the First Five-Year Plan, Interhelpo had become one of the strongest
industrial enterprises in the Kyrgyz SSR, accounting for up to 20% of the country’s industrial production by 1934. In the 1930s,
however, the Soviet authorities imprisoned some members, and leadership was taken over by Soviet officials. The cooperative
was gradually nationalized, members lost their ownership shares, and those who wished to remain were required to adopt Soviet
citizenship by 1938 at the latest. Some became victims of Stalinist repression, while others moved to different parts of the USSR
or returned to Czechoslovakia.

Postupné znarodneéni druzstva
Interhelpo bylo ,ditetem®™ NEPu (Nové ekonomicka politiky — obdobi omezeneho podnikani
v SSSR), ktery po urcCitou dobu umoznovala druzstvu castecne nezavislé hospodareni a rizeni.

Ulh

Tato politika, zavedena v roce 1921, méla za cil ozivit valkou zdevastované hospodafstvi amg 3;“:‘“
a byla zruSena s prichodem prvni pétiletky v roce 1929. Interhelpo se postupné stalo BT pr:".'i‘ﬂ:’;

konkurenci statnim podnikum, coz predevsim beéhem druhé petiletky (1933-1938) vedlo k jeho
zaClenéni do statniho systému, rozdeleni vyrobnich oddeleni pod spravu ruznych ministerstev

Kyrgyzské SSR a nakonec k jeho zaniku. Definitivni konec Interhelpa nastal 7. prosince 1943, P'akét“pﬁ'veﬁ;%?t,inlg'rﬁteélgg
kdy byl na stat preveden posledni zbyvajici majetek v hodnoté 5 milionu rublu. Druzstevnikum Poster commemorating the 10th
Interhelpa zlistaly pouze domy a byty, které si sami postavili. Po valce se nékterym byvalym anniversary of Interhelpo
clenum podafrilo vratit do Ceskoslovenska i s rodinami, zatimco ti, ktefi zlstali, se postupne

pln& asimilovali do sovétské spoleénosti. Clenové Interhelpa byli v Kyrgyzstanu prikopniky v mnoha ohledech. Pfivezli
sem prvni traktor, automobil, zavedli elektricke osvetleni a zahajili pestovani cukrové repy. Tim se stali vyznamnymi
aktéry modernizace zeme. Jejich prinos je dodnes v Kyrgyzstanu pripominan jako klicovy moment industrializace
a rozvoje regionu.

The Gradual Nationalization of the Cooperative

Interhelpo was a product of the NEP (New Economic Policy—a period of limited private enterprise in the USSR), which for
a time allowed the cooperative a degree of independent management and operation. Introduced in 1921, this policy aimed to
revive the war-devastated economy and was abolished with the onset of the First Five-Year Plan in 1929. Over time, Interhelpo
became a competitor of state-owned enterprises, which led—especially during the Second Five-Year Plan (1933-1938)—
led to its gradual incorporation into the state system. Its production units were divided and placed under the administration
of various ministries of the Kyrgyz SSR, ultimately resulting in its dissolution. The final end of Interhelpo came on December
7, 1943, when the last remaining assets, valued at 5 million rubles, were transferred to the state. The cooperative members
retained only the houses and apartments they had built themselves. After the war, some former members were able
to return to Czechoslovakia with their families, while those who remained gradually assimilated into Soviet society. Members
of Interhelpo were pioneers in many respects: they brought the first tractor and automobile, introduced electric lighting, and
initiated sugar beet cultivation. In doing so, they became key contributors to the modernization of the region. Their legacy
Is still remembered in Kyrgyzstan today as a crucial moment in the country’s industrialization and development.

Text: Erik Lukas
Foto: Elvira Marecek
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