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Mareckuv vrchol ¢i Rackova chata pobliz BiSkeku pfipominaji vyznamnou ceskoslovenskou stopu v historii dobyvani hor v Kyrgyzstanu.

MareCek Peak and the Rackova Hut near Bishkek stand as reminders of the significant Czechoslovak presence in the history
of mountaineering in Kyrgyzstan.

Rudolf Marecek v horach / Rudolf Marecek in the Mountains

Rodina Mareckovych

Klicovou roli pri mapovani kyrgyzskych hor sehrali Rudolf Marecek (1888-1970) a jeho syn Borivoj Marecek (1917-2001).
Rudolf Pavlovic Marecek se narodil v Novém Hrozenkove na upati Moravskych Beskyd a hory se mu staly celozivotnim osudem.
Beéhem prvni svetové valky odesSel do Ruska, které tehdy zachvatila revoluce a nasledna obCanska valka. Cizincum nabidla
nova sovetska moc moznost bud navratu do vlasti, nebo presidleni do okrajovych oblasti rise. Rudolf si zvolil Stredni Asii,
konkretne Turkestan. V roce 1918 se aktivhe zapojil do revolucniho deni ve stredni Asii a ved| bolsevicky prevrat ve Vernem
(dnesni Almaty). Teéhoz roku, ve svych triceti letech, uplatnil své horolezecke zkusenosti pri mimoradne narocne misi — na zadost
oblastnich Ufadl se vydal z Kyrgyzstanu do Ciny, aby v Uchturfanu vyjednal navrat Kyrgyzu, ktefi sem utekli v roce 1916 pfed
brutalnimi odvody do carské armady. Cesta pfes éetné ledovce a horské prismyky pohofi Tan-San, vedouci od jezera Issyk-
Kul, byla extremne obtizna. Po prijezdu do Uchturfanu byl MareCek zatCen Cinskymi urady jako podezrely spion a uveznen.
Nahodou ho vsak zachranil francouzsky cestovatel Andre Marten, Clen Francouzské geografické spoleCnosti, ktery nejenze
vyjednal jeho propusteni, ale zaroven pomohl vyjednat povoleni k navratu kyrgyzskych uprchliku. ZpateCni cesta byla opét
dramaticka — v horach jiz panovala tuha zima, Marecek prisel o kone a jen zazrakem prezil tezké omrzliny. Po kratkem navratu do
Ceskoslovenska, kde zaloZil druZstvo Interhelpo, a po péti letech stravenych v Saratovu se v roce 1930 opét vratil do Kyrgyzstanu.
Ve 30. letech Zil s rodinou ve Frunze a pracoval na vystavbé Velkého Cujského kanalu uréeného k zavlaZzovani poli. Ve
40. letech se rodina pfest&hovala do Przevalsku (nyni Karakol) na upati Tan-Sanskych hor. Zde se aktivn& v&noval horolezectvi
a pojmenovaval nezmapované vrcholy po osobnostech Ceskoslovenska a na poéest Eesko-sovétského pratelstvi. Jeho syn Bofivoj
pokracoval v jeho praci a vyznamne prispel k rozvoji alpinismu. Na podzim roku 1937 se Borivo] Marecek spolu s Vladimirem
Rackem a dalsimi podilel na zalozeni prvniho horolezeckeho klubu ve Frunze — vubec prvniho sveho druhu v celém Kyrgyzstanu.
Bofivoj s pfenosnym teodolitem na zadech zmapoval vdechny hfebeny Tan- Sanu a vytvofil podrobné mapy mistnich hor — bez

naroku na odmenu.

The Marecek Family

A key role in mapping the mountains of Kyrgyzstan was played by Rudolf Marecek (1888—-1970) and his son Borivo] Marecek
(1917-2001). Rudolf Pavlovich Marecek was born in Novy Hrozenkov, at the foothills of the Moravian-Silesian Beskids, and
the mountains became his lifelong calling. During the First World War, he left for Russia, which was then engulfed in revolution
and the subsequent civil war. The new Soviet authorities offered foreigners a choice: return to their homeland or resettle
iIn the remote regions of the empire. Rudolf chose Central Asia—specifically Turkestan. In 1918, he became actively involved
in revolutionary events in Central Asia and led the Bolshevik takeover in Verny (present-day Almaty). That same year, at the
age of thirty, he applied his mountaineering experience to an exceptionally demanding mission. At the request of regional
authorities, he set out from Kyrgyzstan to China to negotiate in Uchturfan the return of Kyrgyz refugees who had fled there
in 1916 to escape forced conscription into the Tsarist army. The journey across glaciers and mountain passes of the Tian Shan
range, leading from Lake Issyk-Kul, was extremely arduous. Upon arrival in Uchturfan, MareCek was arrested by Chinese
authorities as a suspected spy and imprisoned. By chance, he was saved by the French traveler Andre Marten, a member
of the French Geographical Society, who not only secured his release but also helped negotiate permission for the return
of the Kyrgyz refugees. The return journey was equally dramatic. Harsh winter conditions had already set in in the mountains,
Marecek lost his horse, and only narrowly survived severe frostbite. After a brief return to Czechoslovakia, where he founded
the Interhelpo cooperative, and five years spent in Saratov, he returned once again to Kyrgyzstan in 1930. In the 1930s,
he lived with his family in Frunze, where he worked on the construction of the Great Chu Canal, designed to irrigate agricultural
land. In the 1940s, the family moved to Przhevalsk (now Karakol), at the foot of the Tian Shan Mountains. There, he devoted
himself to mountaineering and named previously unmapped peaks after prominent Czechoslovak figures and in honor
of Czechoslovak—Soviet friendship. His son Borivoj continued his work and made a significant contribution to the development
of mountaineering. In the autumn of 1937, together with Vladimir Racek and others, he helped establish the first mountaineering
club in Frunze—the first of its kind in all of Kyrgyzstan. Carrying a portable theodolite on his back, Borivoj mapped the entire
Tian Shan range and produced detailed maps of the local mountains without seeking any financial reward.
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Velka vlastenecka valka

Borivoj MarecCek a jeho bratfi nebyli pfi vypuknuti Velké vlastenecke valky povolani do armady, kvuli studiu,
ale jejich horolezecké dovednosti se ukazaly jako cenné pri vycviku horskych strelcu pro boj proti nacistické
divizi ,Edelweiss“. V roce 1942 Marecéek ved| mobilni Skolu horskych stfelct v Kyrgyzstanu, kde bylo b&hem
puldruhého roku vycviceno pres 6 500 specialistu pro boj v horach. BEhem druhé svetove valky pusobil jako
vojensky instruktor Rude armady a v roce 1944 vstoupil do Svobodovy armady s kterou se dostal az do Prahy.
Po valce se vratil do Kyrgyzstanu, kde vyucoval na univerzite a organizoval horolezecké akce.

The Great Patriotic War

At the outbreak of the Great Patriotic War, Borivo] Marecek and his brothers were not immediately conscripted
due to their studies. However, their mountaineering skills soon proved invaluable in training mountain troops for
combat against the Nazi Edelweiss Division. In 1942, Marecek led a mobile Mountain Troops Training School

Borivoj MarecCek (vpravo)

iIn Kyrgyzstan, where more than 6,500 specialists for mountain warfare were trained over the course of a year na Prazském
and a half. During the Second World War, he served as a military instructor in the Red Army, and in 1944 ool Marctek (i

he joined Svoboda's army, with which he advanced as far as Prague. After the war, he returned to Kyrgyzstan, at Prague Castle (1945)
where he taught at a university and organized mountaineering expeditions.

Part’aci na cely zivot

Velkym partakem Bofivoje Marecka v rozvoji sovétského alpinismu byl daldi Cech — Vladimir Racek
(1918 — 1980). Jeho tatinek Josef Racek puvodne pracoval jako zahradnik na Hluboké. V roce
1913 dostal pozvanku od hrabete Bobrinského, aby se staral o jeho pozemky v Kyjevské gubernii
tehdejsiho carskeho Ruska. Ve viru obCanskeé valky se narodil Vladimir a rodina byla presidlena kvuli
podezieni ze spoluprace s ,bélodechy” (Ceskoslovenskymi legionafi) az do sovétského Turkestanu,
kde Josef zakladal parky ve Frunze. Vladimir se pozdeji stal horolezcem. V roce 1938 stanul v Cele
Kyrgyzskeho klubu alpinismu a turistiky. V leteckem klubu ve Frunze se sblizil s Borivojem Mareckem.
Spole&né tak zadali organizovat vystupy na vrcholy Tan-8anu, kde mapovali a pojmenovavali hory
a také budovali horské zakladny. Po valce organizovali radu vystupu na druhou nejvyssi horu SSSR —
pik Pobédy (vrchol Vitezstvi, dnes Dzengis Cokusu) ve vysce 7 439 m.n.m. Kdyz pfi jednom z vystupu

Vladimir Racek 1950 v g v s v v : . v v v , ,
i Bacak i 1080 v roce 1959 zemfeli v Rackové vypravé tfi horolezci, byl Vladimir dogasné& zbaven vech svych funkci.

Stalinske represe mnohem tvrdsiho razu se ovsem nevyhnula Borivoji Mareckovi. V roce 1938 byl
zatCen a obvinen ze Spionaze. Po nekolika mesicich byl vsak propustén a rehabilitovan. Oba pokracovali ve svem horolezeckem
poslani, zanechavajic v historii sovetskeho alpinismu nesmazatelnou stopu.

Partners for Life

Borivoj MarecCek’s close collaborator in the development of Soviet mountaineering was another Czech, Vladimir Racek
(1918-1980). His father, Josef Racek, originally worked as a gardener at Hluboka Castle. In 1913, he received an invitation
from Count Bobrinsky to manage his estates in the Kyiv Governorate of the Russian Empire. Amid the turmoil of the civil war,
Vladimir was born, and the family was later resettled—under suspicion of cooperation with the "White Czechs” (Czechoslovak
Legionnaires)—to Soviet Turkestan, where Josef went on to establish parks in Frunze. Vladimir became a mountaineer and,
in 1938, assumed leadership of the Kyrgyz Club of Mountaineering and Tourism. At the aviation club in Frunze, he formed
a close friendship with Borivoj MarecCek. Together, they began organizing ascents in the Tian Shan, mapping and naming
peaks and establishing mountain base camps. After the war, they organized numerous expeditions to the second-highest peak
of the Soviet Union—Peak Pobeda (Victory Peak, today Jengish Chokusu), rising to 7,439 meters above sea level. During one
of these expeditions in 1959, three climbers from Racek’'s team lost their lives, and Vladimir was temporarily removed from
all his positions. Far harsher Stalinist repression, however, affected Borivoj MarecCek. In 1938, he was arrested and accused
of espionage, but after several months he was released and rehabilitated. Both men continued their mountaineering mission,
leaving an enduring mark on the history of Soviet alpinism.

Hory jako celozivotni vasen

Borivo] Marecek byl také zakladatelem prvniho alpinistického tabora v Ala-Arce a vedl
vycvikove kurzy pro mlade horolezce. Spolu se svou manzelkou Anastase Bondarenkovou,
prvni zenou —dvojnasobnou mistryni sportu v alpinismu a horskem turismu, vychoval tisice
novych horolezcu. Anastasie byla znama svou odbornosti a za celou svou kariéru nedoslo
vjejich skupinach kzadneému vaznemu zraneni. Diky nadseni rodiny MarecCku se alpinismus
v Kyrgyzstanu rozvijel milovymi kroky. V roce 2002 pojmenovali horolezci jeden z vrcholu
v Ala-Arce po Borivojovi MarecCkovi a o pet let pozdeji | vrchol po jeho manzelce. Jejich
odkaz Zije dodnes nejen v nazvech hor, ale i v srdcich lidi. Ceska stopa v kyrgyzskych
horach tak zustava nesmazatelna a dodnes inspiruje nové generace horolezcu.

Anastasia Bondarenko (uprostred) béhem

horolezecké soutéze na vrcholcich Kavkazu 50. |éta g ! .
Anastasia Bondarenko (center) during Mountains as a Llfelong Passion

a mountaineering competition Borivoj] MarecCek was also the founder of the first mountaineering camp in Ala-Archa and led
N ihe Caucasus, 19508 training courses for young climbers. Together with his wife, Anastasie Bondarenko—the first

woman to become a two-time Master of Sport in mountaineering and mountain tourism—
he trained thousands of new mountaineers. Anastasie was renowned for her expertise, and throughout her entire career, no serious
injuries occurred in any of the groups she led. Thanks to the Marecek family’s dedication, mountaineering in Kyrgyzstan developed at
a remarkable pace. In 2002, climbers named one of the peaks in Ala-Archa after Borivoj Marecek, and five years later another peak
was named in honor of his wife. Their legacy lives on not only in the names of mountains, but also in the hearts of people. The Czech
footprint in the Kyrgyz mountains thus remains indelible, continuing to inspire new generations of climbers to this day.

Text: Erik Lukas
Foto: Inezilja MarecCek
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