RUSINI V INTERHELPU
RUSYNS IN INTERHELPO

INFO / RUS

WA PN PR PR PR PN R PR PN R PN R PR PSR PN 2R PN 2R PN 2R PN 2R PG PSR PSR PSR PSR PSR PSR PR PN 2R PSS PNy R PSR PNy R PSR P&

DruzZstvo Interhelpo bylo odrazem rozmanité narodnostni skladby Ceskoslovenska. Mezi jeho &leny nechybéli ani Rusini, ktefi
se podilelina budovani zakladu kyrgyzskeho prumyslu. Podle vypovedi Barbory Blahove-Kekerove, rodacky z Podhorjan u Mukaceva,
zde ve 30. letech 20. stoleti, kdy v druzstvu Interhelpo pracovali jiz | dalSi obCané SSSR, napocitali celkem 17 narodnosti. Ti se mezi
sebou dorozumivali smesici ruznych jazyku, ktere se interné rikalo ,interhelpovstina®.
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Tradic¢ni odév Rusinu Mapa rusinského osidleni
Traditional Rusyn Clothing Map of Rusyn Settlements

The Interhelpo cooperative reflected the diverse ethnic composition of Czechoslovakia. Among its members were also Rusyns, who
contributed to the development of Kyrgyz industry. According to the testimony of Barbora Blahova-Kekerova, a native of Podhorjany
near Mukachevo, by the 1930s—when additional citizens of the USSR had already joined Interhelpo—the cooperative included
a total of seventeen nationalities. They communicated with one another using a mixture of different languages, internally referred
to as “the Interhelpo language.”

Rusini jsou malé vychodoslovanske etnikum obyvajici prevazne stredni Karpaty — Zakarpatskou Ukrajinu, vychodni Slovensko,
Polsko a Madarsko. Deli se na ctyri skupiny: Lemky, Bojky, Huculy a Dolinany. Hlavni oblasti jejich osidleni je Zakarpatska
oblast Ukrajiny, kde v8ak nejsou oficidln& uznavani a jejich jazyk je povazovan za dialekt ukrajindtiny. Uzemi bylo po staleti
souéasti Madarska, po roce 1919 pripadlo Ceskoslovensku. Po prvni svétové valce zde panovala extrémni bida, ktera pfiméla
mnoho obyvatel k emigraci, predevsim do Spojenych statu, kde vznikla jejich nejpocetnéjsi enklava. V chudych podminkach
mistni Rusini Casto podlehali komunisticke propagande a hledali lepsSi zivot | v prevazne slovanskem Sovetskem svazu.

Rusyns are a small East Slavic ethnic group inhabiting primarily the central Carpathians—Zakarpattia in Ukraine, eastern
Slovakia, as well as parts of Poland and Hungary. They are traditionally divided into four groups: Lemkos, Boykos, Hutsuls,
and Dolinyans. Their main area of settlement is the Zakarpattia region of Ukraine, where they are not officially recognized as
a distinct nationality, and their language is often considered a dialect of Ukrainian. For centuries, this territory was part
of Hungary, and after 1919 it became part of Czechoslovakia. Following the First World War, the region suffered from extreme
poverty, which forced many inhabitants to emigrate, primarily to the United States, where the largest Rusyn diaspora was
established. In difficult conditions, local Rusyns were often influenced by communist propaganda and sought a better life,
including in the Soviet Union.

Prvni transport, ktery vyrazil 29. bfezna 1925 ze Ziliny, &ital 303 osob, z toho 8 Rusind. Pogatky Interhelpa v3ak byly velmi obtiZné.
Mnozi se kvuli nepfiznivym podminkam zahy rozhodli pro navrat do Ceskoslovenska, mezi nimi i d&Inik z Podkarpatské Rusi Michal
Besserman. Se svou zenou a dvouletym ditétem dorazil koncem dubna prvnim transportem a uz v cervnu, zcela bez prostredku, zadal
o pomoc zastupitelsky ufad CSR v Moskvé. V dochovaném dopise ufadu jsou popsany zoufalé podminky, nedostatek zakladniho
vybaveni a pocinajici Sireni malarie v druzstvu.

The first transport, which departed from Zilina on March 29, 1925, consisted of 303 people, including eight Rusyns. However,
the beginnings of Interhelpo were extremely difficult. Due to the harsh conditions, many soon decided to return to Czechoslovakia,
among them a worker from Subcarpathian Rus, Michal Besserman. Together with his wife and two-year-old child, he arrived with
the first transport at the end of April, and by June—completely without means—he was already appealing for assistance to the
Czechoslovak diplomatic mission in Moscow. A preserved letter from the mission describes desperate living conditions, a lack
of basic equipment, and the emerging spread of malaria within the cooperative.
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Podkarpatska Rus

byla administrativni oblasti Ceskoslovenska v letech 1919—1938, témé&F odpovidajici dnedni Zakarpatské oblasti Ukrajiny.
S rozlohou 12 694 km? tvofila 9,3 % Uzemi CSR, ale jen 1 % hospodarské kapacity. V roce 1930 zde zilo asi 725 000
obyvatel, z toho 63 % Rusinl, 15 % Madart, 13 % Zidl a 5 % Cechoslovakll. Oblast byla narodnostné i naboZensky
pestra, dominovalo reckokatolicke vyznani. Region trapila chudoba, negramotnost a spatna infrastruktura. Pres znacnée
investice zustala oblast ekonomicky zaostala. Po druhé svetove valce byla Podkarpatska Rus pfedana Sovetskemu
svazu (1945).

Subcarpathian Rus

Subcarpathian Rus was an administrative region of Czechoslovakia between 1919 and 1938, largely corresponding to today’s
Zakarpattia region of Ukraine. Covering an area of 12,694 km?, it accounted for 9.3% of the territory of Czechoslovakia, but
only about 1% of its economic capacity. In 1930, the region had approximately 725,000 inhabitants, including 63% Rusyns,
15% Hungarians, 13% Jews, and 5% Czechoslovaks. The region was ethnically and religiously diverse, with Greek Catholicism
as the dominant faith. It was marked by poverty, illiteracy, and poor infrastructure. Despite significant investments, the region
remained economically underdeveloped. After the Second World War, Subcarpathian Rus was ceded to the Soviet Union in
1945.

Po tragickem pozaru centralni dilny v kvetnu 1926 se druzstvo Interhelpo
ocitlo v t&Zké finandni situaci. Ve stejné dobé& se v Ceskoslovensku
pripravoval dalsi transport osadniku, tentokrat s dvojnasobnym poctem lidi.
Nabor novych Clenu pro tuto druhou vinu se soustredil na chudsi oblasti
Ceskoslovenska, zejména na Podkarpatskou Rus, kde byla komunisticka
propaganda mimoradne uspesna. To dokladaji 1 vysledky doplnovacich

A féﬂ, | guas - parlamentnich voleb z bfezna 1924, v nichz KSC ziskala na Podkarpatské
~ a — Rusi 39,4 % hlasu. Nabor vedl poslanec Emanuel Safranko, rodak

o e r} I = z Mukaceva. V Cervenci 1926 dorazil tento druhy transport se 606 lidmi, mezi
P SR ey _ 3 nimiZz bylo 59 Rusint. Soudasti transportu bylo také dal$i velmi potfebné
HL_,W%;’EE,'L";T;p'f,‘;";;-.ﬁﬁ‘:g‘@_;;ﬁ a4 vybaveni, pfredevSim zafizeni pro textilni tovarnu, ktera pomohla druzstvu

prekonat nejhlubsi krizi.

Tezky zivot na Podkarpatskeé Rusi
Hard Life in Subcarpathian Rus

After the tragic fire that destroyed the central workshop in May 1926, the
Interhelpo cooperative found itself in severe financial difficulty. At the same
time, preparations were underway in Czechoslovakia for another transport
of settlers, this time with roughly double the number of participants. Recruitment for this second wave focused on the poorer
regions of Czechoslovakia, particularly Subcarpathian Rus, where communist propaganda had been especially successful. This
Is also reflected in the results of the parliamentary by-elections of March 1924, in which the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia
(CPC) won 39.4% of the vote in Subcarpathian Rus. The recruitment was led by Member of Parliament Emanuel Safranko,
a native of Mukachevo. In July 1926, the second transport arrived with 606 people, including 59 Rusyns. It also brought much-
needed equipment, especially machinery for a textile factory, which helped the cooperative overcome its deepest crisis.

Emanuel Safranko

, (5. 6. 1890 Mukaéevo — 19. 7. 1965 Budapest) Emanuel Safranko patfil od roku 1921 mezi zakladajici

! Sleny KSC, pusobil jako krajsky tajemnik v UZhorodé& a v roce 1924 byl zvolen poslancem za Podkarpatskou

Py Rus. Za politickou &innost byl v Ceskoslovensku opakované vé&znén. Po propusténi odesel roku 1930 do

\l Sovétskeho svazu. Behem valky se podilel na formovani ceskoslovenskych jednotek v Buzuluku. V prubehu
jejich dalsi existence az do roku 1945 tvorili priblizne Ctvrtinu jejich stavu Rusini — prevazné ti, ktefi byl
propusténi ze sovétskych gulagu. V roce 1944 se jako prislusnik Prvniho Ceskoslovenského armadniho
sboru ucastnil boju na Dukle. Po valce pusobil v Madarsku jako tajemnik komunistickeé strany v Kecskemétu

a poslanec Prozatimniho narodniho shromazdeni. V roce 1946 se ve vedeni strany setkal s dalsim ,interhelpakem®, Madarem

Janem Samuelem Szabdem — ministrem a nékdej$im predsedou Interhelpa. Safranko pozd&ji zastupoval Madarsko jako
velvyslanec.
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Emanuel Safranko

(June 5, 1890, Mukachevo — July 19, 1965, Budapest) Emanuel Safranko was among the founding members of the
Communist Party of Czechoslovakia from 1921. He served as a regional secretary in Uzhhorod and, in 1924, was elected
a Member of Parliament for Subcarpathian Rus. Due to his political activities, he was repeatedly imprisoned in Czechoslovakia.
After his release, he left for the Soviet Union in 1930. During the Second World War, he took part in the formation of Czechoslovak
military units in Buzuluk. Throughout their existence until 1945, Rusyns—primarily those released from Soviet gulags—made
up roughly a quarter of their ranks. In 1944, as a member of the First Czechoslovak Army Corps, he participated in the battles
at the Dukla Pass. After the war, he worked in Hungary as a secretary of the Communist Party in Kecskemet and as a member
of the Provisional National Assembly. In 1946, within the party leadership, he met another “Interhelpo member,” the Hungarian
Janos Samuel Szabo—minister and former chairman of Interhelpo. Safranko later served as an ambassador representing
Hungary.
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Do Kyrgyzstanu se celkem vydaly &tyfi hlavni transporty a jeden mezitransport, které pfivezly pres tisic Cechoslovakd, z toho
68 Rusinu. V lednu 1930 se k Interhelpu pripojilo dalSich 25 ¢lenu z komuny Reflektor, pusobici u mésta Saratov na Volze.
O nékolik mésicu pozdeji slavilo druzstvo Interhelpo paté vyroCi od sveho prichodu do Kyrgyzstanu. U této pfilezitosti byla do
Frunze (dnedniho Bidkeku) vyslana z Ceskoslovenska péti¢lenna délnickd delegace, jmenovana ustfednim vyborem KSC.
Kazdou zemi Ceskoslovenska zastupoval jeden &len — Podkarpatskou Rus reprezentoval Josef Straus (stavebni délnik).
Delegaci vedl Julius FucCik, znamy Cesky komunisticky novinar, po nemz dodnes nese v Biskeku jméeno park a hlavni silnice
vedouci od mezinarodniho letiste Manas. V poslednim transportu, ktery dorazil v roce 1932, byl jiz jen jeden Rusin. Stal
se poslednim zastupcem teto narodnostni mensiny v Interhelpu, nebot ostatni Rusini druzstvo mezitim opustili. Presto
| Rusini — zejmena v prvnich letech — tvorili vyznamnou soucast této komuny, ktera vtiskla nesmazatelnou mnohonarodnostni
ceskoslovenskou stopu do modernich dejin Kyrgyzstanu.
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Vrcholky Karpat v okoli obce Volovec na Podkarpatske Rusi (dnes Zakarpatska oblast Ukrajiny).
Peaks of the Carpathians near the village of Volovets in Subcarpathian Rus (today Zakarpattia Oblast, Ukraine).

A total of four main transports and one intermediate transport set out for Kyrgyzstan, bringing over one thousand Czechoslovaks,
iIncluding 68 Rusyns. In January 1930, an additional 25 members from the Reflektor commune, operating near the city of Saratov
on the Volga River, joined Interhelpo. A few months later, the Interhelpo cooperative celebrated the fifth anniversary of its arrival
In Kyrgyzstan. On this occasion, a five-member workers’ delegation was sent from Czechoslovakia to Frunze (present-day Bishkek),
appointed by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. Each of the historical lands of Czechoslovakia
was represented by one delegate—Subcarpathian Rus was represented by Josef Straus, a construction worker. The delegation
was led by Julius Fucik, a well-known Czech communist journalist, after whom a park and a main road leading from Manas International
Airport in Bishkek are still named today. In the final transport, which arrived in 1932, there was only one Rusyn. He became
the last representative of this ethnic group in Interhelpo, as the others had already left the cooperative. Nevertheless, Rusyns—
especially in the early years—formed an important part of this community, which left an indelible, multinational Czechoslovak imprint
on the modern history of Kyrgyzstan.
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Vystrizek z originalniho seznamu ¢lenu |l. transportu druzstva Interhelpo se zminnovanou rodinou Bessermanovych z Podkarpatské Rusi
Excerpt from the original list of members of the 1st transport of the Interhelpo cooperative, including the mentioned Besserman family from Subcarpathian Rus

Etnické slozeni transportti Interhelpa z Ceskoslovenska
Ethnic Composition of Interhelpo Transports from Czechoslovakia

Transporty Interhelpa Prijezd Cesi Slovaci Nemci Madari Rusini Celkem
Transport Arrival Czechs Slovaks Germans |Hungarians| Rusyns Total
Date

1. transport / 15 transport 24.04. 1925 163 101 (X 18 38 303
Mezitransport / 15. 11. 1925 31 27 - 2 - 60
Intermediate transport

2. transport / 2" transport 07. 08. 1926 160 219 143 25 59 606
3. transport / 3™ transport 02. 04. 1928 18 6 - - - 24
4. transport / 4" transport 12. 04. 1932 33 27 - 24 1 85
Celkem / Total 405 380 156 69 68 1078

Text: Erik Lukas
Foto: Erik Lukas, Inezilja Marecek
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