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Po napadeni Sovetskeho svazu nacistickym Nemeckem umoznily sovetské urady formovani ceskoslovenske vojenske jednotky
v SSSR. Tzv. skupina velitelskych kadrd pfijela do Buzuluku 5. Gnora 1942. Pocatkem roku 1942 pfijizdéli také volynisti Cesi,
ceskoslovensti vézni amnestovani z gulagu, civilisté z internacnich taboru, Cechoslovaci slouzici v Délnicko-rolnické Rudé armadé
a Cesi a Slovaci, ktefi pfisli do SSSR za praci, napfiklad muzi a Zeny z komuny Interhelpo.

After the invasion of the Soviet Union by Nazi Germany, the Soviet authorities allowed the formation of a Czechoslovak military
unit in the USSR. The so-called command cadre group arrived in Buzuluk on 5 February 1942. At the beginning of 1942, Volhynian
Czechs, Czechoslovak prisoners amnestied from gulags, civilians from internment camps, Czechoslovaks serving in the Workers’
and Peasants’ Red Army, and Czechs and Slovaks who had come to the USSR for work also began to arrive. For example, men
and women from the Interhelpo commune.

Formovani jednotek

Ackoliv sovetske urady vyzvaly v roce 1938 cCleny Interhelpa k prijeti sovetskeho
statnino obcanstvi (v opacnem pripade museli opustit zemi), a cast se prihlasila
po vypuknuti valky do jednotek Delnicko-rolnicke Rude armady, vyzval je pocCatkem
roku 1942 vojensky komisariat Kyrgyzske SSR Kk rukovani do ceskoslovenske
vojenske jednotky v SSSR. Za vstup do Ceskoslovenské jednotky ve Frunze agitoval
také predvaledny &s. poslanec za KSC Josef Krosnaf. Prvnich 23 Cechd a Slovaka
Z komuny Interhelpo rukovalo v Buzuluku v unoru a breznu 1942. Podle vzpominek
minimalne nekteri z nich prodelali pred prijetim do jednotky osobni pohovor
s velitelem Ludvikem Svobodou. Nasledoval takrka rocni vycvik v Buzuluku a okoli.

Interhelpovec Franti§ek Bedfich (vpravo s kofistnim Formation of Units

f/aef:;g?e'efgosgf;“s”'kyJeho il IO Although the Soviet authorities in 1938 called on members of Interhelpo to accept
je, ] . . " . . .

Interhelpo member Frantidek BedFich (right, with Soviet citizenship (otherwise they had to leave the country), and some enlisted
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beginning of 1942 the military commissariat of the Kyrgyz SSR called them up for
service in the Czechoslovak military unit in the USSR. The pre-war Czechoslovak
Member of Parliament for the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, Josef Krosnar, also agitated for joining the Czechoslovak
unit in Frunze. The first 23 Czechs and Slovaks from the Interhelpo commune enlisted in Buzuluk in February and March
1942. According to recollections, at least some of them underwent a personal interview with commander Ludvik Svoboda
before being accepted into the unit. This was followed by nearly a year of training in Buzuluk and its surroundings.

Na Ukrajinské fronte

Jiz jJako prislusnici 1. ceskoslovenskeho samostatnéno polniho praporu vyrazili 30. ledna 1943 vlakem do Valujky, odkud
pochodovali pesky do Charkova a nasledne 3. brezna do obrannych pozic na rece Mzi. Dne 8. brezna 1943 svedli bitvu
o0 Sokolovo. BEhem pruzkumu pred bojem a v boji samotném se vyznamenala pruzkumna Ceta vedena reditelem kozedelnéeho
zavodu Interhelpo Antoninem Korimou (v jeho jednotce byli dal3i interhelpovci, Marcel Habaj a Anton Goljan). Cechoslovaci tUsp&sné
udrzell nemecke jednotky za rekou. Mezi 80 padlymi a zavrazdenymi se nachazel take vojin Anton Goljan, zamecnik z druzstva
Interhelpo. O den pozdeji se pri protiutoku vyznamenal spolu s dalsimi vojin Antonin Kovacik, zamecnik v Interhelpu. O vyvoji
fronty se ale rozhodlo zapadneji, fronta se zhroutila a 1. Cs. samostatny prapor se musel od 13. brezna 1943 pesim pochodem
probijet zpatky na vychod do Zacharovky nedaleko stanice Valulky a nasledne do Veseloje, kam dorazil 31. brezna 1943.
Od 9. kvetna 1943 byla z polniho praporu a zalozniho pluku budovana v Novochopersku 1. Cs. samostatna brigada. V listopadu
1943 se stala jednou z kliGovych jednotek pfi osvobozovani Kyjeva. V naslednych bojich u Cerfiachova padl 9. listopadu 1943 Josef
Nezval, stolar v druzstvu Interhelpo. V prosinci a lednu nasledovaly ofenzivni boje u Rudy a Bile Cerekve, kde se vyznamenala
pisarka textilni tovarny Interhelpa Kveta Ondrackova. V breznu 1944 byla brigada presunuta do Rovna a doslo k doplneni sil,
pfedevdim z mistnich volyfiskych Cechll a 5. kvétna tak oficialn& vznikl 1. &s. armadni sbor v SSSR. V kvétnu aZ &ervenci
se v Kamenci—Podolském pfihlasila dal$i vina Cechu a Slovaku z Interhelpa. Do stavu napfiklad z RKKA pfichazi Rudolf Mareéek, syn
zakladatele komuny Interhelpo.

On the Ukrainian Front

Already as members of the 1t Czechoslovak Independent Field Battalion, they departed by train on 30 January 1943 for Valuyki,
from where they marched on foot to Kharkiv and subsequently, on 3 March, to defensive positions on the Mzhe River. On 8 March
1943, they fought the Battle of Sokolovo. During reconnaissance before the battle and in the fighting itself, the reconnaissance
platoon led by Antonin Korima, director of the Interhelpo leather factory, distinguished itself (his unit also included other Interhelpo
members, Marcel Habaj and Anton Goljan). The Czechoslovaks successfully held German units behind the river. Among the
80 fallen and murdered was also Private Anton Goljan, a locksmith from the Interhelpo cooperative. Aday later, during a counterattack,
Private Antonin Kovacik, a locksmith in Interhelpo, also distinguished himself along with others. However, the course of the front
was decided further west, the front collapsed, and from 13 March 1943, the 1t Czechoslovak Independent Battalion had to fight
its way back east on foot to Zakharovka near Valuyki station and subsequently to Veseloye, where it arrived on 31 March 1943.
From 9 May 1943, the 1%t Czechoslovak Independent Brigade was formed in Novokhopersk from the field battalion and the reserve
regiment. In November 1943, it became one of the key units in the liberation of Kyiv. In the subsequent fighting near Chernyakhov
on 9 November 1943, Josef Nezval, a carpenter in the Interhelpo cooperative, was killed. In December and January, offensive
fighting followed near Ruda and Bila Tserkva, where Kveta Ondrackova, a clerk at the Interhelpo textile factory, distinguished herself.
In March 1944, the brigade was transferred to Rivne and its ranks were replenished, primarily by local Volhynian Czechs, and on
5 May the 1%t Czechoslovak Army Corps in the USSR was officially formed. From May to July, in Kamianets—Podilskyi, another wave
of Czechs and Slovaks from Interhelpo enlisted. For example, Rudolf Marecek, son of the founder of the Interhelpo commune, joined
from the Red Army ranks.
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Od Dukly do Prahy

Do podzimu roku 1944 se rady interhelpovcu v Ceskoslovenské armade
rozSiruji na péetactyricet muzu a zen. V zari 1944 prodélaji krvave boje na
Dukle, pri kterych umira 19. zari Karel Huna, obuvnik z Interhelpa. Dne
6. Fijna proniknou na Uzemi Ceskoslovenska. V lednu 1945 se Karel Sulc,
zamechik a tajemnik predstavenstva druzstva Interhelpo a take pracovnik
mestskeho vyboru VKSB (Vsesvazova komunisticka strana bolSeviku),
a Julius Miartus ucastnili v 5. delostreleckem pluku jaselske operace
v Polsku. Od unora 1945 bojuji Cechoslovaci o slovensky Liptovsky
Mikulas. BEéhem jednoho z Cetnych nemeckych protiutokt umira u sveho
protitankového dela rotmistr Josef Spacil, strojni zamecnik z Interhelpa.
Liptovsky Mikuld$ Cechoslovaci osvobodili 4. dubna 1945. Od 10. bfezna
1945 utocCi tankiste v ostravsko-opavske operaci, 17. dubna uhorel ve
svem tanku internelpovec Vladislav Palenkar. Operace vrcholi 30. dubna
1945 osvobozenim Ostravy. Dne 4. kvétna osvobozuji Cechoslovaci
Vsetin. Posledni uder prazske operace prerusuje 8. kvetna 1945 vyhlaseni
kapitulace nacistického N&mecka. Ceskoslovensky armadnisbor se zastavil
v prostoru Prostejova. O dva dny pozdeji dorazi prvni jednotky do Prahy.
Muzi a zeny 1. Cs. armadniho sboru v SSSR oslavuji 17. kvetna 1945
prehlidkou v ulicich Ceskoslovenské metropole. V prubéhu valky se do Cs.
vojenske jednotky v SSSR prihlasilo na péet desitek aktivnich Ci byvalych
Clenu druzstva Interhelpo, 11 z nich v bojich padlo.

From Dukla to Prague

By the autumn of 1944 the ranks of Interhelpo members in the Czechoslovak
army had expanded to forty-five men and women. In September 1944, they
underwent bloody fighting at the Dukla pass, during which Karel Huna,
a shoemaker from Interhelpo, died on 19 September. On 6 October, they
crossed into the territory of Czechoslovakia. In January 1945, Karel Sulc,
a locksmith and secretary of the board of the Interhelpo cooperative and
also an employee of the city committee of the VKSB (All-Union Communist
Party of Bolsheviks), and Julius Miartus took part in the Jasto operation
in Poland with the 5" Artillery Regiment. From February 1945, the
Czechoslovaks fought for the Slovak town of Liptovsky Mikulas. During
one of the numerous German counterattacks, Staff Sergeant Josef Spacil,
a mechanical locksmith from Interhelpo, was killed at his anti-tank gun.
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Plukovnik Ludvik Svoboda predcita nastoupenému 1. ¢s. samostatnemu
praporu rozkaz o vyznamenanich udelenych za boje u Sokolova. Veseloje,
23. dubena 1943.

Colonel Ludvik Svoboda reads out to the assembled 1st Czechoslovak
Independent Battalion the order announcing decorations awarded for the
battle of Sokolovo. Veseloye, 23 April 1943.
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Prislusnici 1. €s. armadniho sboru na prehlidce v osvobozené Praze
17. kvétna 1945.

Members of the 1t Czechoslovak Army Corps at a parade in liberated
Prague, 17 May 1945.

Liptovsky Mikulas was liberated by the Czechoslovaks on 4 April 1945. On 10 March 1945, tank units attacked in the Ostrava—
Opava operation; on 17 April, Internelpo member Vladislav Palenkar burned to death in his tank. The operation culminated on
30 April 1945 with the liberation of Ostrava. On 4 May, the Czechoslovaks liberated Vsetin. The final offensive of the Prague operation
was interrupted on 8 May 1945 by the declaration of Nazi Germany‘s capitulation. The Czechoslovak Army Corps halted in the area
of Prostejov. Two days later, the first units arrived in Prague. The men and women of the 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps in the USSR
celebrated on 17 May 1945 with a parade through the streets of the Czechoslovak capital. During the war, about fifty active or former
members of the Interhelpo cooperative enlisted in the Czechoslovak military unit in the USSR; eleven of them were killed in combat.

Znami prislusnici z druzstva Interhelpo ve Svobodove armade (vcetneé pracovnich pozic v druzstvu)
Known members of the Interhelpo cooperative in Svoboda’s army (including their positions in the cooperative)

1. Frantisek Bedrich (technicky reditel / technical director), 2. Bedrich Benedikt (mistr v textilni tovarne / foreman in a textile
factory), 3. Josef Bolard (strojni modelar / mechanical modeller), 4. Bohumil Cejpek (strojni zamecnik / mechanical locksmith),
5. Josef Cejpek (ucCetni / accountant), 6. Julius Chovan (stolar / carpenter), 7. Magda Chovancova, 8. Marie Chovancova,
9. Olga Chovancova, 10. Jan Chovanec, 11. Jiri Dory, 12. Jozef Golian, 13. Anton Goljan (zamecnik / locksmith), 14. Antonin Gott,
15. Marcel Habaj (zamecnik / locksmith), 16. Jifi Horvat (kinomechanik / projectionist), 17. Karel Huna (obuvnik / shoemaker),
18. Karel Kaucky (postovni zrizenec / postal clerk), 19. Pavol Klobucnik (délnik v nabytkarské tovarné / worker in a furniture
factory), 20. Rudolf Kohn (vedouci masokombinatu / head of a meat-processing plant), 21. Antonin Korima (reditel kozedelneho
zavodu / director of a leather factory), 22. Anton Kovacik (zamecnik / locksmith). 23. Alexander Konigsberg (textilni delnik
[ textile worker), 24. Borivo] MarecCek (syn zakladatele Interhelpo / son of the founder of Interhelpo), 25. Julius Miartus (stavebni
inzenyr / civil engineer), 26. Josef Nezval (stolar / carpenter), 27. Jan Novak (vrchni dilovedouci / senior workshop supervisor),
28. Josef Novak, 29. Josef Ondracek (zamecnik / locksmith), 30. Kvetoslava Ondrackova (pisarka/typist), 31. Vladislav Palenkar,
32. Jan Pavlik, 33. Vaclav Spejchal (kozeluh / tanner), 34. Josef Spacil (strojni zamecnik / mechanical locksmith), 35. Vincenc
Tisliar (stavebni inzenyr / civil engineer), 36. Jaroslav Tomsik, 37. Stanislav Cervinka (obuvnik / shoemaker), 38. Horymir Sebel
(hudebnik / musician), 39. Karel Sulc

Text: Vlastimjl Kristan
Foto: (VUA-VHA)

Podkarpatské Rusi KULTURAE USVETOVE.

T. 6. MASARYKA

i Spolecnost pratel 3 ) G U L A G ‘X'C Z

TI.MACAPUK

4
YEX hglzallg#vll\f:hpw / S Y N E R G Y

OPTAJIbIFbI

MASARYK HEE

INTERNATIONAL

Ministerstvo obrany | | CULTURAL AND
Ceske Republiky EDUCATIONAL

CENTRE , NADACE CEZ




