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Alexandr Dubcek (27. listopadu 1921 — 7. listopadu 1992) byl Ceskoslovensky politik, ktery se stal symbolem snahy o reformu socialismu
s lidskou tvari. Nejvyznamnejsi roli sehral behem Praivského jara 1968, kdy se snazil o demokratizaci komunistickeho rezimu,
a po roce 1989, kdy se opet zapojil do politickeho deni v CSFR.

Alexander Dubcek (27 November 1921 — 7 November 1992) was a Czechoslovak politician who became a symbol of efforts to reform
socialism “with a human face.” He played his most significant role during the Prague Spring of 1968, when he sought to democratize
the communist regime, and again after 1989, when he re-entered political life in the Czechoslovak Federative Republic.

Mladi a pobyt v Sovetskem svazu

Alexandr Dubcek se narodil tésne po navratu svych rodicu z USA do nove vznikleho
Ceskoslovenska v obci Uhrovec na Slovensku. V roce 1925 se s rodinou prest&hoval
do Sovetskeho svazu, kde jeho otec, nadSeny komunista, pusobil v Ceskoslovenské
prumyslovée komune Interhelpo v tehdejsim Piskeku. DubcCek tam prozil detstvi,
ucil se v sovetskych skolach a ziskal zkusenosti s kolektivnim hospodarenim
a socialistickou ideologii. V roce 1933 se rodina prestehovala na zapad, do mesta Gorkij
(dnedni NiZnij Novgorod). Otec Stefan zde zuZitkoval svou znalost anglictiny, kdyZ pracoval
v tovarne na traktory, kterou postavili a zCasti ridili Americané. V roce 1938 se rodina
vratila zpet na Slovensko. Alexander se vyucil strojnim zamecCnikem, pracoval v Dubnici
nad Vahom a v roce 1939 vstoupil do tehdy nelegalni Komunisticke strany Slovenska.
Behem druhé svetove valky se Dubcek zapojil do odboje jako partyzan a bojoval proti
nacistum. V roce 1944 se zucastnil Slovenského narodniho povstani, béhem néhoz
byl zabit jeho bratr Julius a sam byl zranén. Po valce zastaval ruzné politické funkce
na Slovensku. Absolvoval Vysokou Skolu politickou pfi Ustfednim vyboru KSC, kde ziskal titul
doktora socialne - politickych ved (RSDr.). V letech 1955—-1958 opet pobyval v Sovetskem
svazu, kde v Moskve studoval politicke vedy — ve stejném obdobi jako Michail Gorbacov.
V roce 1963 se stal prvnim tajemnikem UV KSS, aktivné se podilel na rehabilitacich obéti
stalinismu a prosazoval reformni smerovani politiky.

Rodina Dubcekovych v roce 1925
v sovetskem Kyrgyzstanu (Alexandr vilevo) /

(Tg‘lzler*]zz?';rﬁm'lye;?)1925 Iy Sl Rylrezsiin Youth and Years in the Soviet Union

Alexander Dubcek was born shortly after his parents returned from the United States

to the newly established Czechoslovakia in the village of Uhrovec in Slovakia. In 1925,
he moved with his family to the Soviet Union, where his father, an enthusiastic communist, worked in the Czechoslovak industrial
cooperative Interhelpo in what was then Pishpek. Dubcek spent his childhood there, attended Soviet schools, and gained experience
with collective farming and socialist ideology. In 1933, the family moved west to the city of Gorky (now Nizhny Novgorod). There,
his father Stefan made use of his knowledge of English while working in a tractor factory built and partly managed by Americans.
In 1938, the family returned to Slovakia. Alexander trained as a machine fitter, worked in Dubnica nad Vahom, and in 1939 joined
the then illegal Communist Party of Slovakia. During the Second World War, Dubcek joined the resistance as a partisan and fought
against the Nazis. In 1944, he took part in the Slovak National Uprising, during which his brother Julius was killed and he himself was
wounded. After the war, he held various political positions in Slovakia. He graduated from the Higher School of Politics at the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, where he obtained the degree of Doctor of Social and Political Sciences
(RSDr.). Between 1955 and 1958, he again stayed in the Soviet Union, studying political science in Moscow—during the same period
as Mikhail Gorbachev. In 1963, he became First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Slovakia, actively
participating in the rehabillitation of victims of Stalinism and promoting a reform-oriented political course.

Prazske jaro 1968

V roce 1968 se Dubdek stal prvnim tajemnikem Komunistické strany Ceskoslovenska (KSC)
a zahajil reformni proces znamy jako Prazske jaro. Usiloval o demokratizaci rezimu, zmirneni
cenzury, zlepseni obCanskych prav a posileni ekonomické autonomie zeme. Tyto snahy vedly
K obrovske podpore ve spolecnosti, ale take k nevoli sovetskeho vedeni. V srpnu 1968 byla
CSSR okupovana vojsky Vardavské smilouvy, Dubéek byl odvleéen do Moskvy a donucen
podepsat tzv. Moskevske protokoly. Po navratu byl postupne zbaven funkci a v roce 1969
ho nahradil Gustav Husak.

The Prague Spring of 1968
In 1968, DubcCek became First Secretary of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia (CPC)
Alexandr Dubgek s bresid : and initiated the reform process known as the Prague Spring. He sought to democratize
prezidentem Ludvikem
Svobodou (1968) the regime, ease censorship, improve civil rights, and strengthen the country’'s economic
’g've;‘sg‘ffz1%‘é%‘§ek with President Ludvik autonomy. These efforts gained enormous public support but also provoked disapproval
from the Soviet leadership. In August 1968, Czechoslovakia was occupied by the armies
of the Warsaw Pact. Dubcek was taken to Moscow and forced to sign the so-called Moscow
Protocols. After his return, he was gradually removed from office, and in 1969 he was
replaced by Gustav Husak.
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Obdobi 1969-1989

DubcCekova negativni zkusenost s realitou 30. let v SSSR, kdy se osobne setkal s bidou, stalinskymi Cistkami a opakovanym
prepisovanim dejin, vyrazne ovlivnila jeho politické postoje. Ty je] na kratkou dobu vynesly do Cela statu, avsak zahy byl odsunut
do politickeho zapomnéni. Od prosince 1969 do Cervnha 1970 pusobil jako velvyslanec v Turecku, nez byl odvolan. Jesté
v témZe roce byl vylouden z KSC a pfefazen na podfadnou pozici v lesnim prdmyslu v Bratislavé. Po celou dobu normalizace byl
pod dohledem StB a mél zakaz verejného angazma. Presto zustal popularni v disidentskych kruzich i mezi obyvatelstvem jako
symbol nenaplnenych reforem.

The Period 1969-1989

Dubcek’s negative experience of the realities of the 1930s in the USSR—where he personally encountered poverty, Stalinist purges,
and repeated rewriting of history—strongly influenced his political views. These views briefly brought him to the forefront of political
life, but he was soon pushed into political obscurity. From December 1969 to June 1970, he served as ambassador to Turkey before
being recalled. In the same year, he was expelled from the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and reassigned to a subordinate
position in the forestry industry in Bratislava. Throughout the period of “normalization,” he was under surveillance by the State
Security (StB) and was barred from public activity. Despite this, he remained popular among dissident circles and the general public
as a symbol of unfulfilled reforms.

Role po listopadu 1989

Po dlouhych letech politické a verejne izolace se Alexandr DubcCek opet dostal
do centra pozornosti, kdyz mu koncem 80. let, po slozitem vyjednavani, komunisticka
strana umoznila vycestovat do Italie. Na Bolonske univerzite mu byl 13. listopadu
1988 udelen Cestny doktorat za prosazovani lidskych prav. Ve svem projevu na
akademické pudé Dubcek obhajoval idealy prazskeho jara, odmitl husakovskou
normalizacni politiku | sovetsky zasah a s odkazem na Masaryka pripomnéel, ze
,Humanita je nas posledni cil narodni a historicky”. Behem Sametove revoluce
vystoupil 22. listopadu 1989 verejne v Bratislave a o dva dny pozdeji i na Vaclavskem
namesti v Praze po boku Vaclava Havla. Jiz v listopadu 1989 stal spolu s budoucim
prezidentem Havilem a Emilem Ludvikem (byvalym kanclerem prezidenta Edvarda
Benese) u zrodu Masarykova demokratickeho hnuti, jehoz ideovym zakladem byl
navrat k principum masarykovské humanity a demokracie. Dubclek se stal
symbolem demokratickych zmen a byl vazne zvazovan jako kandidat na prezidenta

24. 11. 1989 Alexander Dub&ek a Vaclav Havel ve chvili, kdy republiky. Jeho komunisticka minulost vsak pro mnoheé predstavovala prekazku,
Sztsr‘;?ji'%e”sggrte'ggie:z?ig':uf:i'ggz‘gk%"sgszgggva a nakonec doSlo k dohodé, Ze kandidovat nebude. Misto toho byl 28. prosince
I vy u unisti Yy \Y . v ’ ’ rv 1v _» - .
: , 1989 zvolen predsedou Federalniho shromazdeni. Z teto pozice prosazoval
24 November 1989 — Alexander Dubcek and Vaclav Havel at . . : ; . . 5 , e . . :
the moment when Czechoslovak Television announced the mySIGnku SpOleCnehO demOkrat|CkehO Statu CeChU a SlOvakU, avsak jehO
FERIEEMIE @ U T EE L @i i SR Rt E @il politicky vliv postupné slabl. V roce 1992 utrpél vazné zranéni pfi autonehodé

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia. , . . o s . , .
a kratce nato zemrel. Pres svou kontroverznost zustava Alexandr Dubcek vhiman

Jako jedna z nejvyznamnejsich postav Ceskoslovenske politiky — jako muz, ktery se
pokusil reformovat komunismus a pozdeji se stal zastancem navratu k demokracii.

Role after November 1989

After many years of political and public isolation, Alexander Dubcek returned
to the centre of attention in the late 1980s, when, following complex negotiations, the
Communist Party allowed him to travel to Italy. On 13 November 1988, he was awarded
an honorary doctorate at the University of Bologna for his advocacy of human rights.
In his speech at the university, DubCek defended the ideals of the Prague Spring,
rejected the normalization policies of the Husak era as well as the Soviet intervention,
and, referring to Masaryk, recalled that "Humanity is our ultimate national and historical
goal.” During the Velvet Revolution, he appeared publicly on 22 November 1989
in Bratislava and two days later at Wenceslas Square in Prague alongside Vaclav
Havel. Already in November 1989, together with the future President Havel and Emil
Ludvik (former chancellor to President Edvard Benes), he co-founded the Masaryk
Democratic Movement, whose ideological foundation was a return to the principles of
Masaryk’'s humanism and democracy. DubCek became a symbol of democratic change
and was seriously considered a candidate for the presidency of the republic. However,
his communist past was seen by many as an obstacle, and it was ultimately agreed
that he would not run. Instead, on 28 December 1989, he was elected Chairman of the
Federal Assembly. From this position, he promoted the idea of a common democratic el e e e s
state of Czechs and Slovaks, although his political influence gradually declined. In 1992, hnuti véetné podpisu Alexandra Dubéeka
he suffered serious injuries in a car accident and died shortly thereafter. Despite the Decaration of the Masaryk Democratc
controversies surrounding him, Alexander DubCek remains regarded as one of the most Movement, including the signature of
important figures in Czechoslovak politics—a man who sought to reform communism Alexander Dubcek {centre)

and later became an advocate for a return to democracy.

Text: Erik Lukas
Foto: Wikipedia, archiv MDH
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