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Ceskoslovenské obéti sovétskych represi v Kyrgyzstanu

Mené znamou kapitolou Ceskoslovenskych osadniku v Kyrgyzstanu jsou osudy tech, kteri se stali obétmi stalinského teroru. Mnozi
z nich prisli do sovetske Kirgizie s virou v budovani spravedlivejsi spolecnosti. Misto toho je Cekalo zatykani, vyslechy, pracovni tabory
a v fadeé pripadu i smrt.

Czechoslovak Victims of Soviet Repression in Kyrgyzstan
A lesser-known chapter in the history of Czechoslovak settlers in Kyrgyzstan is the fate of those who became victims of Stalinist
terror. Many of them came to Soviet Kyrgyzstan believing they were helping to build a more just society. Instead, they faced arrest,
interrogation, forced labour camps and, in many cases, death.

Expedice Gulag.cz a nové poznatky

Organizace Gulag.cz se tematu venovala behem expedice do Kyrgyzstanu v roce
2024, kdy se setkala s mnoha pamétniky, potomky druzstevniku i kyrgyzskymi
historiky a badateli. Diky spolupraci s pamatnikem obéetem sovetskych represi
Ata Bejit ziskali Clenove expedice pfistup k dosud neznamym materialum
z archivu NKVD a KGB. Vysledkem bylo doplnéni a zpresnéni dosavadnich
poznatku o Ceskoslovenskych obétech sovétskych represi na uzemi dnesniho
Kyrgyzstanu. Zatimco dosud se v souvislosti s Interhelpem hovorilo priblizne
o dvaceti perzekvovanych osobach, vyzkum Gulag.cz dolozil nejmene
52 cCeskych, slovenskych a dalsich Ceskoslovenskych obcCanu postizenych
sovetskym terorem na uzemi Kyrgyzstanu. Nejmene 16 z nich bylo popraveno,
osm zemrelo ve veznicich nebo taborech Gulagu a osud dalsich sedmnacti
zustava neznamy. Pouze u jedenacti osob mame dolozeno, ze represe prezily.
Nejtvrdeji dopadly represe na mistni Ceskoslovenskou komunitu behem Velkeho
teroru v letech 1937-1938 a nasledne po vypuknuti nemecko-sovetske valky
Pracovni verze aktualizovaného seznamu perzekvovanych Cechoslovaku v roce 1941. Duvodem k zatCeni mohla byt cizi statni prislusnost, kontakty do
v Kyrgyzstanu z expedice Gulag.cz v zari 2024. zahranici, idajna Spionaz nebo pouhé kritické vyroky. Obvinéni byla v naprosté

Working version of the updated list of persecuted Czechoslovaks in . or v o, ) )
Kyrgyzstan, compiled during the Gulag.cz expedition in September 2024. vetsine prlpadu vykonstruovana.

Gulag.cz Expedition and New Findings

The Czech organisation Gulag.cz focused on this subject during its 2024 expedition to Kyrgyzstan,
where its members met with eyewitnesses, descendants of Interhelpo members, and Kyrgyz
historians and researchers. Through cooperation with the Ata Beit Memorial to the Victims of Soviet
Repression, the expedition gained access to previously unknown materials from the archives
of the NKVD and KGB. This research significantly expanded and refined existing knowledge of
Czechoslovak victims of Soviet repression in present-day Kyrgyzstan.

Whereas previous research connected with Interhelpo had identified approximately twenty
persecuted individuals, the research conducted by Gulag.cz documented at least 52 Czech,
Slovak and other Czechoslovak citizens who fell victim to Soviet terror in Kyrgyzstan. At least
16 were executed, 8 died in prisons or Gulag labour camps, while the fate of 17 others remains
unknown. Only 11 individuals are known to have survived the repression. The Czechoslovak
community in Kyrgyzstan suffered most severely during the Great Terror of 1937-1938, and
again following the outbreak of the German—-Soviet War in 1941. Foreign citizenship, contacts
abroad, alleged espionage or even casual critical remarks could all serve as grounds for arrest.
In the overwhelming majority of cases, the charges were entirely fabricated.

. . vgs Pamétni deska v memorialu Ata Bejit se
Ata Bejit — misto pameti jménem Josefa Skalického, jedné

Dullezitym mistem paméti je dnes memorialni komplex Ata Bejit nedaleko Biskeku. Na tomto misté 2 C“‘;Z‘::]’sll‘;‘l’%fl‘ggﬁ‘e’ha‘t’?ﬁg ::g'g‘:‘y‘meﬁglgl
byl po rozpadu Sovetskeho svazu objeven hromadny hrob 137 obeti stalinskych Cistek. Byli mezi  bearing the name of Josef Skalicky, one of the
nimi i Cech Josef Skalicky a Slovak Ondrej Palinkas, oba z Interhelpa. Kde v3ak leZi dalsi tisice SR e O] MBI RS SRR
popravenych v sovetskem Kyrgyzstanu, mezi nimiz byly | dalsi Cceskoslovenské obeti, bohuzel

neni dosud znamo. Daldi masové hroby jesté dekaji na své odhaleni, stejné tak i informace, v jakych taborech Gulagu skongéili ti Cesi
a Slovaci, kterise sice vyhnulibezprostrednipoprave, ale jejich osud zniCily sovetské napravne-pracovnitabory. Pribehy ceskoslovenskych
obéeti sovetskeho teroru v Kyrgyzstanu byly po desetileti temer zapomenuty. Teprve v poslednich letech se diky archivnhimu vyzkumu,
svedectvim potomku a mezinarodni spolupraci dari postupné vracet jejich jména i osudy do historické pamét.

Ata Beyit — A Place of Remembrance

Today, the Ata Beyit Memorial Complex near Bishkek stands as one of the most important
sites of remembrance for the victims of Soviet repression in Kyrgyzstan. Following the
collapse of the Soviet Union, a mass grave containing the remains of 137 victims of Stalin’s
purges was discovered there. Among them were Czech citizen Josef Skalicky and Slovak
wE \J Ondrej Palinkas, both members of Interhelpo. However, the burial places of thousands of
- ' -~ other people executed in Soviet Kyrgyzstan, including many other Czechoslovak victims,
" ,__;_;_;_____" = — remain unknown. Many mass graves are still awaiting discovery, as are records revealing in
P%étmk Ata' éejit aloke éiékeku " e whi_ch Gulag camps those Czechs and Sloval_<s who escaped immediate execution ultimately
sosledniho odpoginku obéti stalinskych gistek a zarovenn  Pe€rished after being sentenced to the Soviet forced labour camp system. For decades,
EF;EEL“;'; gffedoasiiské PN [l USLE Rezec the stories of the Czechoslovak victims of Soviet terror in Kyrgyzstan remained almost
The Ata Beyit Memorial near Bishkek is the final forgotten. Only in recent years, through archival research, testimonies from descendants
TESlig) [PIRIES Qif s Wialins of SIEIAS suges el 2l5e and international cooperation, have their names and life stories gradually been restored to

commemorates the Central Asian uprising against : :
Russian rule in 1916. historical memory.
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Pribehy lidi, kteri zmizeli ve stinu stalinského teroru

Za statistikami sovetskych represi se skryvaji konkretni lidské osudy. Archivni a terenni vyzkum Gulag.cz
v Kyrgyzstanu umoznil rekonstruovat pfib&hy desitek Cechli, Slovaku a dalich eskoslovenskych ob&ant,
kteri se stali obetmi stalinskeho rezimu. Nekteri byli popraveni, jini zemreli v taborech Gulagu. Mnoho rodin
se pravdu o jejich osudu dozvedelo az po rozpadu Sovetského svazu.

Stories of Those Who Vanished in the Shadow of Stalinist Terror

Behind the statistics of Soviet repression lie the stories of real people. Archival and field research conducted
by Gulag.cz in Kyrgyzstan has made it possible to reconstruct the lives of dozens of Czechs, Slovaks and
other Czechoslovak citizens who fell victim to Stalins regime. Some were executed, others died in the Gulag
camps. Many families did not learn the truth about their fate until after the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Ondrej Palinkas
K temto obétem patri napriklad Ondrej Palinkas, slovensky elektrikar a jeden z aktivnich Clenu druzstva

Donat Lanicek, jeden z prvnich ¥ - ’ . e " _
predsedu a klicovych osobnosti  |nterhelpo. V Cervnu 1938 byl zatCen NKVD a o nekolik mesicu pozdeji odsouzen k trestu smrti. Jeho dcera
I t f] I . ;Zt .t" L4 L4 O —~ Vv ' 4 A4 v rF " wv u

o aaa O POPEYER T Helena, ktera se v 50. letech vratila do Ceskoslovenska, pozdéji vzpominala, Ze se otec z vézeni jiz nikdy

Donat Lanicek, one of Interhelpo's  nevratil. Ve skutednosti byl popraven a pohiben v hromadném hrobé u vesnice Con-Tas nedaleko Biskeku.
first chai fits k : v v . . v L twvgyw v s -
rstchairmen and one ot its key - japg ostatky byly objeveny az v roce 1991 pri odkryti masoveho pohrebiste obeti Velkeho teroru. Dnes

figures. Arrested and executed

in 1938. spocivaji v pamatniku Ata Bejit.

Ondrej Palinkas

Among these victims was Ondre| Palinkas, a Slovak electrician and one of the active members of the Interhelpo cooperative. In
June 1938, he was arrested by the NKVD and sentenced to death several months later. His daughter Helena, who returned to
Czechoslovakia in the 1950s, later recalled that her father never came back from prison. In reality, he had been executed and buried
IN @ mass grave near the village of Chong-Tash, close to Bishkek. His remains were not discovered until 1991, when the mass burial
site of the victims of the Great Terror was uncovered. Today, they rest at the Ata Bejit Memorial.

Josef Skalicky

Stejny osud potkal i Josefa Skalického, puvodem z Postrelmova na severni Morave. Do Kyrgyzstanu
odesel s manzelkou v roce 1926 jako presvedceny komunista a Clen Interhelpa. O dvanact let pozdeji
byl zatCen, obvinen ze spionaze a protisovetské Cinnosti a odsouzen k smrti. Také jeho telo skoncilo
v masovém hrobé& u Con- Tade. Rodiné sovétské ufady po valce namlouvaly, Ze byl transportovan do
pracovniho tabora, kde mel byt zastrelen pri pokusu o utek. SkuteCny osud vysel najevo az po otevreni
archivu.

Josef Skalicky

The same fate befell Josef Skalicky, who came from Postrelmov in northern Moravia. He moved to
Kyrgyzstan with his wife in 1926 as a committed communist and a member of the Interhelpo cooperative.
Twelve years later, he was arrested, accused of espionage and anti-Soviet activities, and sentenced to
death. His body was also buried in the mass grave near Chong-Tash. After the war, Soviet authorities

| . Josef Skalicky na fotografi z obdobi
falsely told his family that he had been transferred to a labour camp, where he had allegedly been shot > oho sluzby v rakousko-uhersks

while attempting to escape. His true fate did not come to light until the Soviet archives were opened. armade. Popravenh5t.)listor;adu81938
a pohrben v Ata Bejitu.

Josef Skalicky in a photograph

Represe po roce 1941 taken during his service in the
Ji dob i pFedst : tinad Sesti Seskvch drusst el Te 7ch knuti Austro-Hungarian Army. Executed on
inou podobu represi predstavuje pripad sSesti Cceskych druzstevniku zatCenych po vypuknuti 5 November 1938
nemecko-sovetské valky v roce 1941. Rudolf Horacek, Viktor Dolezal, Antonin Jilek, Jindrich and buried at Ata Beyit.

Neubauer, FrantiSek Stefan a Toma$ Glozl patfili k dlouholetym &lendm Interhelpa. Schazeli

se, hrali karty a v soukromi kritizovali pomery v Sovetskem svazu. NKVD jejich rozhovory oznacila za ,antisovetskou agitaci”
a v prubehu Cervna a cervence 1941 je vsechny zatkla. Pét z nich bylo odsouzeno k mnohaletym trestum v Gulagu a jejich dalSi
osud neni zndm. Pouze Tomas$ Glozl taborovy systém prezZil a po valce nékolikrat navstivil Ceskoslovensko. Mezi ob&tmi byli
delnici, remeslnici, technici | funkcionari druzstva. Mnozi prisli do Sovetskeho svazu dobrovolne, s virou v budovani spravedlivejsi
spolecnosti. Prave tato generace idealistu se vSak Casto stala jednou z prvnich obéti systemu, ktery pomahala budovat. Dnes se

diky archivhimu vyzkumu a svedectvim potomku dari vracet jejich jména i pribehy zpét do historicke pameti.

Z expedice Gulag.cz vznikl dokumentérni film Pohibené nadéje, ktery pfiblizuje osudy perzekvovanych Cechoslovékt i patrani po
nich primo na uzemi Kyrgyzstanu. Vice nha www.gulag.cz.

Repression after 1941

A different wave of repression affected six Czech members of the Interhelpo cooperative who were arrested following the outbreak
of the German—Soviet War in 1941. Rudolf Horaéek, Viktor Dolezal, Antonin Jilek, Jindfich Neubauer, FrantiSek Stefan and Tomas
Glozl had all been long-standing members of Interhelpo. They met regularly, played cards and privately criticised conditions in the
Soviet Union. The NKVD classified their conversations as &quot;anti- Soviet agitation&quot; and arrested them all during June and
July 1941. Five of them were sentenced to long terms in the Gulag, and their subsequent fate remains unknown. Only Tomas Gloz|
survived the camp system and was able to visit Czechoslovakia several times after the war. The victims included workers, craftsmen,
technicians and cooperative officials. Many had come to the Soviet Union voluntarily, believing they were helping to build a more just
society. Yet this generation of idealists became one of the first victims of the very system they had helped to create. Today, thanks
to archival research and the testimony of descendants, their names and stories are gradually being restored to historical memory.

The Gulag.cz expedition also resulted in the documentary film Buried Hopes, which tells the story of persecuted Czechoslovaks
and the search for their fate in present-day Kyrgyzstan. For more information, visit www.gulag.cz.

) Text: Stépan Cernoudek
Foto: Stépan Cernousek, Erik Lukas
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